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OW is the time —the beginning. of the new season 

— when many afe studying ways to. make the: 
church and Sunday -sthool more efficient, and more 
effective inservice. Perhaps it{s a new record system, 


new hymn books, or a Special program that is needed 
right now. Many Valuable suggestions in the field 
~ of church and Sunday-school equipment will be found - 
in the TIMES advertising columns. 





° Today 
By Maud Frazer Jackson 


M4 Y darken today’s clear sunlight 
. With a fear that the storm clouds may loom, 
Miss the song in the air 
Shedding tears of 
O’er the past with its joy ane its gloom? 
Today is a gift most 
’Tis the day that the Laed } hath made; 
And Christ is a friend all gracious ... 
Rejoice, and be unafraid. 


Rejoice that thy sins are pardoned 
And are cast in the depths of the sea; 
That today Christ is thine, 
‘Loving, tender, divine; 
And, whatever the future may be, 
His grace will be found unfailing. 
Let thine hand in His hand be laid; 
Sing, serve — with a glad heart hailing 
This day that the Lord hath made. 


Today may be one of struggle 
And the sunlight be hidden or dim; 
Christian, face it with cheer, 
For a blessing is here, * 
If you meet it and live it with Him. 
All thy days are as threads of His weaving, 
His design will be fair to see. 
Sun or rain, with a heart believing, 
Greet this day that He made for thee. 








A Forbiddea Word 


When is it necessary to be discouraged? There 
may seem to be circumstances when discouragement is 
inevitable. But is it? A consecrated Christian mis- 


sionary writes to a friend: “A word which I put 


out of my vocabulary over three decades ago is ‘dis- 
couraged.’ One verse of Scripture did it. ‘He shall 
not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment 
The Holy. Spirit applied 
‘Discouragement 


in the earth’ (Isa. 42:4). 
that verse to my spirit in this way: 


is always of the Devil; and, you, can never fail if 
you are not discouraged.’ There ore I have never 
been discouraged since that time. .God has his own 
planning for me, and he did it before the foundation 
of the world. (Eph. 1: 4).° Like Isaac, I can dig more 
wells than the enemy cam take.” This may seem an 
extreme position for the. Christian to take, and it is; 
but it is not more extreme than God asks us to take. 
The. Gospel is -extremely-good news... “And we know 
that all things work together for good to them that 
love God,” so that “in-ali.these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us,” If some- 
thing has just struck into our life an experience that 
seems to force discouragement upon us, let us remem- 


. ber that God is not discouraged; and he is our strength 


and our deliverance. Discouragement is a forbidden 
word because. “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” . 
7 . 
Looking Backward 
Looking-backward may have its place es 
but if indulged in to excess it becomes ‘dangerous. 
Two men walking along the street noticed an elab- 
orately-equipped automobile, resplendent. in its shining 
paint and glistening metal work. One of the men 
called attention to the number of mirrors,— four in 
all, — placed at various spu s to:enable the driver to 
see behind him. The other man commented; “I should 
think so many views to the rear would be confusing.” 
Doubtless in the case of the car, each mifror served 
its proper use, bit certainly in the Christian life too 
many views backward -are unhealthy, and may- cause 
us to miss some blessing of the présetit or prevent tis 
from avoiding some ‘difficulty ahead. The apostle 
Paul found that looking backward did not: pay, for he 
writes, “Forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I 


“Prayer, That 


HO ever said such a thing as that? It seems 

as if it might be just one more of the ever- 

ready sneers and doubts that await every high 
endeavor. It looks like something we could well ig- 
nore as the utterance of an atheist.. But not-at all. 
This exclamation came forth from one of thé greatest 
exponents of prayer that our age has seen. It was 
the word of one who never ceased praying, who kept 
praying in the forefront all the time, who was forever 
devising new ways and finding out and telling his fel- 
lows how to do it better. It was the voice of one 
who has been described as “the last of the great Puri- 
tans,” Alexander Whyte. Right in the midst of urging 
men always to pray and not to faint, suddenly there 
leaps out of his talk about it this classic word, “half 
carol and half cry,” “Prayer, that unnatural act.” 

Few could go beyond Alexander Whyte in telling 
the glories and splendors of praying. No one ever 
searched out with slower or more painstaking quest 
any least triumph of the human soul in prayer. None 
could commend it with more warmth or strive with 
more loving zeal to get some cold and silent soul to 
“take with him words” and. speak again to God. - A 
then on the other hand noone could tell with more 
frankness all the difficulties that beset the soul when 
it tried to do it. 

Perhaps it never occurs to many of us that difficulty 
is an incitement as well as a discouragement, and that 
in th age when everybody i is trying to show how easy 
and ‘natural everything is, and how it can all be done 
with the turning of one’s hand, there is still a place 
for those who are frank to tell how difficult it all is. 
These, too, win their converts. Such words brace and 
warm as well as startle and offend. 

A prayerful woman, all her life prayerful, conse- 
crated and devoted and never far away from the work 
of the kingdom, once heard these words and instantly 
she was all- aglow and said with relief, “Who said 
that?” It did her more good to hear of some one 


press toward the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13, 14). Shall 
we not then commit to God those failures and short- 
comings that have troubled us, the remembrance of 
the unfairness and unkindness of others we have har- 
bored, and all--those. other hindering and disturbing 
thoughts of the past, and with Paul look forward con- 
fidently to what God is ablé to do for us right now? 
And shall we not trust him for a future that is not 
according to our expectations but according to the 
glorious plan that he has already laid down for us in 


Christ? 


No Longer Needing God 


When do we get beyond the need of God? Those 
who really. know God know. that they always need 
him more than they need light and air and the beat- 
ing of their own hearts. They can do without these 
and rejoice in his presence; but they cannot do with- 
out him. There is a tragic statement in a recent 
autobiographical book written by a _ well-known 
and brilliant magazine writer, a woman who was 
brought up in the old-fashioned faith. She says: “I 
am never aware any more of the awful nearness of 
God, because I have no such pressing need of his 
power and presence to-sustain me. Now I am good 
only..by habit, not by valiant choice.” One who can 
write these words is in greater need of God than she 
knows. .Those who need him most are they who thine 
they need him-least. The old hymn is true: 

-I need Thee, O I need Thee, 

Every hour I-need Thee; 

me .now, my Saviour, — 

‘I come to Thee. 
= Saviour, who. is God, who said: “Abide 

I in you... tee without me ye can do 


i t was 
nm me, and 
nothine.” 


Unnatural Act” 


who knew how prayer went against the grain, who 
felt all the hindrances that clogged the way of prayer, 
who knew how, the minute one began to do it, a 
World of other considerations would rise up to make 
one delay it, than to hear the familiar vein of how 
easy it was. Here was a word which reckoned hon- 
estly with all that difficulty with which she was so 
familiar. And, where the general way would be to 
tell how feasible it was and how natural, in short to 
make it so natural that you could put it off forever, 
here was a word which took account of all the rigors 
and the disappointments and the setbacks and, mys- 
teriously enough, made her believe in it and wish to 
pray more than ever. At this word she was willing 
again to let down the nets. Ashamed hitherto at all 
her reluctances in praying, full of chagrin over the 
dull moods tlat beset her and the languidness that 
would lie like a’ shadow across the track of devotion, 
mortified by the long gaps that wouid intervene be- 
tween the times of prayer, and so tempted to think it 
was against our nature, here came a word from one 
of whom alli the world knew that he was “a passion- 
ate pray-er,” one who had power with God and man 
and had prevailed, confessing that he, too, had always 
felt all this. And she took up her prayer with new 
courage and new force. 

While prayer is the crown and glory of our nature, 
there is much in us that is clean contrary, to it. We 
like to think about ourselves, and it is only with diffi- 
culty that we emerge from doing this and get to be 
at home in the lives of others, and especially in the 
life of God. Frederic Myers the poet, who in his 
poem “St. Paul” caught as fully as anyone ever did 
the pain and passion and—patience of Paul's life in 
prayer, has told us something of what the trouble is 
with us. He said that in his early days he was ab- 
sorbed, almost to the exclusion of other influences, in 
classic literature. And then he found the reason was 
that classic literature is an intensification of one’s own 
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self. And the Bible stream does not encourage us 
to dwell leng on ourselves. Prayer is an act that goes 
against our nature for the same reason. Another 
poet spoke of “shaking off the nightmare -of self-con- 
sciousness and self-absorption,” and that is what we do 
when we pray. There is nothing we are so proud of, 
nothing so inseparable from us, as our favorite 
thoughts, and when we begin to pray they begin to be 
challenged. ‘Let the . . . unrighteous man [forsake] 
his thoughts.” The object of prayer is not only to 
press petitions, but even more te partake of the divine 
nature, and at that our nature rebels. And so prayer 
is unnatural to our lower nature. But to those who 
face that fact, brave that severance from self, from 
custom, from pleasure, there come the warmth and 
exaltation, the poise and peace and power that make 
us know what the divine nature is, given to us in 
Christ. 

- “Public prayer, that unnatural act,” Dr. Whyte 
went on to say. Our immemorial habit of assembly 
for prayer seems so instinctive, and yet there is 
in it something that calls for all that is in us, and 
something that fights against what is in us, too. Be- 
heath the decorous surface of our congregations, how 
much goes on. The assembly is “a sea of glass mingled 
with fire.” And for whoever leads the prayer what 
fears, what faintness, what inadequacy and unworthi- 
ness, what temptations to silence all rush into sight 
at once when he names the ineffable Name! So it never 
takes place as calmly as we suppose. We have to call 
upon our’ souls and all that is within us, we have to 
summon almost forcibly the laggard faculties, they will 
not come up without our call. Men do not gravitate 
toward prayer. The gravitation is all thé other way. 
They do not drift into it, they only master it. 

And more, the whole movement of life with its cry 
for speed, for results, for action, its brag about “people 
who do things,” its warnings that we shall be left out 
if we do not accept its terms and its times, all this 


Is Old Testament History Allegory ? 


In Galatians 4: 24-29 we read of Abraham’s two 
sons, ene of whom was born of the bondmaiden 
Hagar, the other of the freewoman Sarah, that “which 
things are an allegory.”” Was not.Hagar Abraham’s 
wife, and did she not have a son, as we are told in 
Genesis 21: 9-20? But if Galatians 4: 24 says this 
is an allegory, are we to believe that Genesis 21: 
9-20 is an allegory also? 

I have heard ministers say that Genesis and other 
portions: of the Old Testament are allegories. I have 
never believed it and do not yet. have always 
believed that the people mentioned in the Old Testa- 
ment really did exist. I do want to stand foursquare 
for:the truth and ‘infailibility ofthe Scriptures because 
of the ‘good I have received. God and his saving 
grace are so real to me, and I just want to tell that 
truth and love of God to others, that they may be 
established nm the faith. Won’t you help me by an- 
swering the above? I know you will answer it 
rightly —An Ontario reader. 


A historical fact can also be an allegory. Abra- 
ham, Sarah, and Hagar were real persons, who lived 
and died on this earth just as recorded in the true 
and literal history given in Genesis. The Lord Jesus 
Christ said to the Jews, “Before Abraham was, I am” 
¢John 8:58). The eleventh chapter of Hebrews, 
which has been called the Westminster Abbey of faith, 
recording the faith of historical characters of the Old 
Testament, describes Abraham’s various experiences; 
and other New Testament passages, as well as many 
in the Old Testament, make it plain that the human 
father of the’ Jewish race was no mere allegory but 
was a flesh-and-blood man, whom we are to see in 
the presence of the Lord in Heaven. 

A sound principle of Bible study is to understand 
every statement in the Bible as iiteral except when 
the passage in which it occurs plainly shows that it is 
figurative and not literal. Thus when the Lord Jesus 
said to his disciples, “I am the vine, ye are the 
branches” (John 15:-5), it is evident that he was not 
Speaking of a literal grape vine, but was using a figure 
of speech to show the relationship of himself and be- 
levers, and that Christ and believers are living in or- 
ganic union, just as are a vine and branches. But 
where the Bible records any fact as history, without 
suggesting that it is not history, we are right in ac- 
cepting it as a literal statement concerning something 
that ence happened here on earth, or in Heaven, or 
somewhere in the universe. 

’ At the same time, the Bible tells us in various pas- 
sages that eertain material things and historical events 
were types, or shadows, or allegories of spiritual fact 
atid ‘truth. Thus we are told that meat, and drink, 
and sabbaths “are aj}shadow ef things te come” (Col. 
2:17). ~The tabernacle and its furnishings, the priest 
and the sacrifices, wera “the example and shadow of 
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conspires to make prayer seem an unnatural act. It 
goes against our nature.in our highly organized society 
to have to do anything alone, and to be long out of 
view. We are ambitious, feverishly so, that every- 
thing we do should count for the utmost, and tell, and 
be seen, and that we should get the credit for it. We 
can run out on the street: and by saluting many people 
by the way let them know that we are here; we hate 
to be forgotten; but we are not so sure that that act of 
praying will have more effect, more influence than 
anything else we do. Yet “influence is the power that 
is distilled from a life that is li ed in communion with 
God.” There is much in our time, and in every time, 
to make us feel it is not safe to stop for this. 

It seems to be almost of the very nature of the best 
and highest things that at first they seem unnatural. 
Beatitudes, promises, blessings; rewards, and warn- 
ings, —- some one is always on the spot to tell us they 
will never work. A long forgotten ‘man said in the 
United States Senate years ago that the Ten Com- 
mandments were an irridescent dream. The world 
has forgotten his name; but James Russell Lowell ‘re- 
mains part of our life by his cheerful conviction that 
“the Ten Commandments will not budge.” Those 
strugglers and wrestlers of our race, who found in 
themselves nearly everything to make them feel it was 
not natural for such as they to pray and to prevail, 
seem at this distance to be the only ones who were 
normal. Do not be deceived by every shallow passer-by 
who is dogmatic about what is natural. Christ brushed 
swiftly past all the pompous knowledge that paraded 
itself always in the way of his bringing weak and 


sinful men to know what pardon and wholeness were, * 


and he bade the feeble and the evil to perform that 
act so unnatural for them at the moment, asking 
and seeking of God who would be their Father in 
Heaven. We, too, must brush past these pompous dog- 
matisms of our own hearts, and listen only to our Lord 
Jesus Christ about what is natural. 





heavenly things” (Heb. 8:5). But these passages, 
referring to the allegorical meaning of the priest, 
the sacrifices, the tabernacle, and many other real- 
ities, do not mean that those things did not exist. The 
sun in the heavens, for example, is a type or allegory 
of Christ, who is “the Sun of righteousness” (Mal. 
4:2); but this does not mean that there is no sun in 
the heavens, That sun is both a literal reality and an 
allegory. 

Let us always remember, and praise God that“ the 
Christian religion is the only religion based wholly on 
actual historical facts. Our faith rests on the facts 
declared in the infallible Word of God. The greatest 
of all facts is Christ himself; and the fact that he-died 
for eur sins, at a certain time in history and at a 
certain place on the earth, and that he was raised again 
the third day, makes the Gospel of our salvation. 


x 
The Christian’s Business Relationships 


’ I am always interested in the answers to questions 
in your Notes on Open Letters. I have a problem 
of my own that I am prayerfully considering. Can 
.a Christian remain in the employ of an ungodly man, 
unscrupulous in his busines dealings, in a business 
that handles such articles as dice, poker chips, and 
whiskey flasks? Am I jeopardizing my fellowship 
with God in such associations? I am prayerfully 
asking the Holy Spirit to guide me by the Scriptures 
to make the right decision; however, I believe we 
eught to ask the advice of others in Christian fel- 
lowship—A New York reader. 


. No Christian can safely or rightly be associated 
in business with an “ungodly mah, unscrupulous in his 
business dealings.” Such a business relationship dis- 
honors the Lord who bought us and whom we serve. 
Sooner or later we are certain to become personally 
involved in, and responsible for, the wrong: business 
dealings of an unrighteous person of this sort; even 
if the Christian as an individual is not asked to do 
anything wrong, his connection with the wrongly con- 
ducted business makes him responsible! 

On. the other hand, it may be proper for Christians 
to be connected with a legitimate business, honorably 
and righteously conducted, which may include some de- 
tails that the individual Christian would not approve 
of. A Christian might properly fill a position in a 
large department store, where ninety-five percent of 
its merchandise and methods are beyond question, and 
yet where some things may be done and some articles 
may be sold of which the Christian carinot approve. 
Tf the business as a whole is clean, legitimate, worthy, 
and meeting the proper needs of a community, an. in- 
dividual Christian filling one or. another .pesition in 
that business is not necessarily responsible for every- 
thing that may be -done there,.any more than -he-is 
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responsible for every action of a railroad or a hotel 
that he may properly patronize. We are in the world, 
but not of it. While we are in the world we shall 
necessarily have many contacts with wrongdoing. We 
are responsible to God for our own right doing, and 
we are responsible for keeping our relationships ih 
business and in all other matters of a sort that will 
honor him. : 
These principles are to be borne in mind, as Scrip- 
tural, and should safeguard the Christian from the 
wrong extreme of an unworthy and dishonoring fel- 
lowship with wrongdoers, on the one hand; and an 
impossible attempt, on the other hand, to keep from 
all contact with those who may not be ‘believers. or 
whose lives may not be wholly yielded to the Lord. 


= 


Victorious Life Literature 


I am greatly interested in the “Victorious Life.” 
Have you any literature especially relating to this 
which I could secure ?—An Ontario reader. 


The Sunday School Times Company (325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia) publishes the follow- 
ing Victorious Life pamphlets: 


The Life That Wins (20 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hun- 
dred, or 2 cents each). 


What Is Your Kind of Christianity? (40 cents a 
dozen, $3 a hundred, or 4 cents each). 

Victory Without Trying (40 cents a dozen, $3 a 
hundred, or 4 cents each). 


Is Victory Earned or a Gift? (30 cents a dozen, $2 
a hundred, 3 cents each). : 

Perils of the Victorious Life (60 cents a dozen, $5 
a hundred, 6 cents each). 


Victory’s Final Secret (20 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hun- 
dred, 2 cents each). 


“Is” —the Secret of Victory (30 cents a dozen, $2 
a hundred, 3 cents each). 

The Surrendered Life (40 cents a dozen, $3 a hun- 
dred, 4 cents each), 


Real and Counterfeit Victory (40 cents a dozen, $3 
a hundred, 4 cents each). 


A report of the Victorious’ Life ‘Conferences is a 
volume of two hundred pages entitled “The Victorious 
Christ,” copies of whieh may be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Company for 60 cents postpaid. 


4 


Christ’s Word About Judas 


T believe the Bible is the inerrant Word of: God, 
and that any seeming errors or contradictions are only 
seeming and not real. instance, the two. state- 
ments of our Saviour in Jehn 17: rz, last clause, and 
John 18:9. These I cannot satisfactorily reconcile. 
Will you please do it for me?—A Tennessee reader. 


In his high-priestly prayer to the Father -the night 
before his crucifixion the Lord Jesus said: “I have 
manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest 
me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest 
them me; and they have kept thy word, ... . I pray 
for them: I pray not for the world, but for them 
which thou hast given me; for they are thine. And 
all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am 
glorified in them. ... Holy Father, keep through thine 
own name those whom thou hast given. me, that they 
may be one, as we are. While- I was with them in 
the world, I kept. them in thy name: those: that thou 
gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but 
the son of perdition; that ‘the scripture might be 
fulfilled.” A little Fater, in the Garden: ef Gethsemane, 
the Lord commanded those whe came from the Phari- 
sees to apprehend him te- let’ the eleven disciples go: 
“Tf therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: that 
the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them 
which thou gavest me have: I lost none” (John 18: 8, 
©). There is no contradiction im these passages. Jt 
is evident, from them, that God. never “gave” Judas 
Iscariot to Christ as the other disciples were “given” 
to the Saviour. It is plain that the Lord was saying 
that he had lost none of those whom the Father had 
given him. ‘None of them is lost,” he declared. But 
the son of perdition was lost; he had never been given 
to Christ as the others had been. Neither the Father 
nor the Son was surprised or disappointed. in the atti- 
tude and action of. Judas; for when Judas: had left 
the upper room,: after the supper, the Lord said: “I 
speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: 
but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth 
bread with me hath lifted up his heel against~me” 
(John 13: 18). 

Still another word that throws light on this was 
spoken by the. Lord in the -Geod. Shepherd chapter 
(John. 10), when he said that the: sheep: hear his: voice 
and follow him: “And: I give unto them ‘eternal ‘life; 
and. they shall- never perish; neither shali:: any man 
pluck them. out of my hand.. My Father, which:gave 
them. me, is greater than..alk; andne man is: able: to. 

~pluek. them out-of my Father’s tiand” ~~ <9" ~*~ 
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i Raising the Average Attendance 








Motives ash methods that are increasing the size of one school 


By Paul Froehlich 














and unless the attendance gradually’ increases, 
there usually is ‘something -wrong. - 


important statement 


Prax are quite ‘essential. to a Sunday-school, 


The apostle Paul made an 


in the tenth chapter of his letter to ‘the - Romais, 


when he said: “Whosoever shall call upon’ the name 
of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall ‘they 
call on him in whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they believe in him of, whom. they have 
not heard?. and how shall they hear without a preacher 
{or a teacher]? ... So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” (vs. 13, 14, 17). 
The great work of the Sunday-school is to make a 
vital contact between the Word and the souls of men, 
and a contact of personal Christian life on other lives, 
in order that the Christ-life may be increased here and 
that human beings may be saved for here and hereafter. 
To do this through the Sunday-school requires afi ever- 
increasing attendance of pupils and competent teachers. 
It is my privilege and good fortune to be super- 
intendent of a thriving Sunday-school in northeast 
Washington, a residential section of the capital city. 
The church of which this school is a vital part is the 
Keller Memorial Lutheran Church; the pastor is a 
Sunday-school enthusiast and teacher of the men’s 
Bible class. Though ours happens to be the largest 
Lutheran Sunday-school in Washington, we claim 
nothing exceptional or unusual in our methods or 
results. This statement is made in all sincerity, so 
that workers in a small school will not-say: “Oh, 
this Sunday-school in Washir ( 
we could not adopt the plans that they use.” “As offi- 
cial head of our school, I am humbly conscious of 
many weaknesses and imperfections in our organiza- 
tion, but our constant aim is to grow and improve and 
accomplish greater things for the kingdom. ~ 


Making Known the Annual Reports 


The. quarterly meeting in the spring is also the 
annual business meeting of the Sunday School Asso- 
ciation of our church, The superintendent, the regis- 
trar, and. other officers present written reports of the 
work of the past year. Most of these reports are 
promptly mimeographed and-a copy mailed to each of 
the eighty-five Sunday-school teachers and officers, so 
that no one is overlooked. Copies also go to officers of 
the church. ‘The. following items, quoted from the 
latest report, give. a clear and concise picture of the 
local situation: . 


Total Total 
Enrollment Officers Teachers Pupils 3-31-29 3+31-28 
Adult Dept... 9 20 424 453 425 
Interme. Dept. .. II 105 116 102 
Junior Dept.” ; 19 116 138 120 
Elemen. Grade 3 20 185 208 162 
Home Dept... 1 ee = 31 30 


” “Poteiesic ie "16 70 860 946 8390 | 


A few of the officers are also teachers, but only 
those are counted as officers who do not teach classes. 
All of the Home Department and about seventy mem- 
bers of the Cradle Roll (in the Elementary Grade) 
are not able to attend the Sunday sessions, which 
leavés a'total of 845 as a basis for computing the per- 
centage of attendance. 

Average attendance for the year ended March 31, 
1927, was 502; the next year about 525, and for the 
year just closed. the average per Sunday 
‘was 583, due partly to the coming of Palm 


ton is a large one and 


Every superintendent. would -like to see more 
pupils in his school:; Many ‘hesitate-to- try. new 
methods for-fear that they may be incompatible 
with sound teaching and the spiritual life of the 
school, Here is the story of a growing school 
written by the superintendent. The charts given 
prove that the methods used are sound, and they 
are such as could be used in any school, whatever 
its size or standards. 








those low Sundays, on which bad weather or other 
things have kept many members from Sunday-school. 
And it seems unsafe to become unduly elated over 
those high-watef marks, which occur particularly on 
rally days or other special occasions. The thing that 
really counts, either in class or in the entire school, 
is the average attendance over a period of weeks or 
months or years. If we can gradually increase the 
average, we are ‘sure that some growth is being made. 
It pays to get this long range view of the situation. 


Recent Quarterly Average-Attendance Records 
Year Apr.-June July-Sept. Oct.-Dec. Jan.-Mar. Year 
1928-29 628 465 596 642 583 
1927-28 571 562 539- 525 


Increases. 57 39 34 103 58 


But the average attendance of a Sianday-school de- 
pends directly on the total or actual attendance and 
can be raised in any or all of four different ways: (1) 
by having a greater number of high Sundays within 
a given period; (2) by having the high Sundays a 
little higher than those of a corresponding previous 
period; (3) by increasing the percentage of attend- 
ance, though the enrollment may not: be changed, and 
(4) by increasing both the enrollment and the actual 
attendance. 

In Sunday-school work, as in other. things, there 
may be worthy and unworthy motives. Of course, 
only worthy motives should be permitted to direct our 
efforts for Christ and his Church. The attendance of 
a Sunday-school should not be raised merely for the 
sake of numbers. As a general rule, we have no 
contests in our school. Membership or attendance 
contests appear to me ‘to be unnatural or artificial 
means of attaining the goal, and the after-effects of 
such contests frequently are not desirable. Nor should 
the attendance be increased simply to beat or outdo 
some other Sunday-school.: Friendly-rivalry is en- 
tirely permissible, but it often leads to unfriendly or 
unfair rivalry. Furthermore, the average attendance 
should not-be raised only for the sake of beating a 
previous record of the school and boasting about it. 
There seems to be only one legitimate reason for in- 
creasing the attendance, and that is to reach more 
souls and to strengthen more lives. Unless this high- 
est goal be always kept in view, there is serious dan- 
ger of missing the mark and of diverting energy into 
unworthy channels. ? 

To-raise the average attendance, we must increase 
the actual attendance. And this can be accomplished 
in seven principal ways: 

(1) By encouraging a spirit of loyalty to the Sun- 
day-school. Speaking well of one’s own school, in- 
viting friends or neighbors, advertising the school by 
word of mouth or other good means, is a form of 


boosting’ that “helps to’ enlarge the~kingdom of God. 
Happy - is «that school which has -many legitimate 
boosters, — not braggers. 


(2) By the feachérs’ encouraging good: records on 
the ‘part of pupils ‘and setting an example themselves. 
Thére is no Worker more noble or more deserving of 
praise than the Sunday-schdol teacher who is present 
every Sunday, rain or shine, and who continually: in- 
spires pupils to be regular in their attendance. This 
implies the faithful ‘following-up of absentees. 


(3) By offering suitable rewards, which will enrich 
the moral and spiritual life. Personally, I dislike the 
whole idea of rewards in relation to any Christian 
work or service. The reward system in many Sunday- 
schools has been greatly overdone, with harmful effects. 
The motive that impels a pupil’s attendance should 
be higher-than that of “getting paid for being good.” 
However, if the reward itself is kept in the background 
and is not emphasized unduly, if the reward takes 
such a form as will contribute to the moral and spir- 
itual life of the pupil, there may be a place in some 
Sunday-schools for this method of increasing .attend- 
ance. But,—be careful; there is danger in most sys- 
tems of reward. 


(4) By keeping the upward trend before the mem- 
bership of the entire Sunday-school. Psychology is a 
factor in this problem of raising the attendance. If 
we can guide the thinking of members into an upward 
trend and keep it there, half the battle is won. By all 
means convey the idea of growth and enlargement, get 
the folks thinking that way, and usually the increase 
will follow. In Keller Memorial Sunday-school, we 
have numerous large charts in plain view on the wall, 
—a chart showing. the attendance of the entire school 
each Sunday, compared with a year ago; a: chart 
showing graphically the attendance in each department 


‘each week, and, best of.all, a chart showing the at- 


tendance on rally days over a long period of years. 
A. reproduction of this last chart appears with this 
article, and illustrates nicely the upward trend of 
affairs. Such charts are not hard to make or diffi- 
cult to maintain, arid they help greatly in picturing to 
the school the growth and development of the work. 


Platform Comments on the Attendance 


(5). By the superintendent’s or other leaders’ speak- 
ing encouragingly from the platform. When the sec- 
retary presents his report for the day, there usually is 
opportunity for the superintendent to comment fav- 
orably on the attendance. Whenever possible, he 
should congratulate the school on its good record and 
remind them that today’s attendance is twenty-five 
or fifty above last year’s record. It is best never to 
mention the failures or the low marks. 


(6) By earnest prayer on the part of teachers, offi- 
cers, and pupils. That which we greatly desire, we 
usually will pray for. And that for which we pray 
in faith, we shall receive, if it is according to the 
Father’s will. Certainly. a larger attendance in the 
Sunday-school is pleasing to God. Furthermore, while 
we pray, we often will answer our own prayers by 
going out and bringing in others. There is no better 
way -of raising the attendance. Get a vision of the 
fields white unto harvest,—and then get busy, while 
you pray. 


(7) By making each lesson and each session of the 
Sunday-school really worth while. This plan will win 
and hold pupils more than all the systems 





Sunday. and . Easter twice. within the 
twelve months. 

Attendance in any. organization is of 
two kinds: . actual and. average.. Actual 


TOTAL ATTENDANCE OF 





SPECIAL DAYS 


of reward can ever do. It requires con- 
secration, planning, and work on the part 





showing the potential strength of the Sunday School: 


of teachers and officers and. co-operation 
on the part of pupils, but it is time welf 





attendance in the..Sunday-school is the 
number..of-persons present..on a Sunday 
er during a particular period... In the 
Keller Memorial: school-this..ranges from -- 
the low point of about 300 on the hot- 
test Sunday of the summer (and the 
District. of Columbia is.a-very hot place 
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spent and it offers encouraging results. 
Recently in the Sunday-school there 
was a lesson on Ezekiel’s vision of the 
ever-deepening river of ‘blessing. Such 
a stream*of blessing is the Christian Sun- 
day-school, wherever it is found through- 





during. the summer months) to the high- . 
est Rally Day attendance of 1,065. Aver- 
age attendance. is a mathematical figure 
in which the high Sundays are offset by 
the low Sundays, or .vice versa, and a 
medium or average point. is computed. 
It is my opinion that the average at- 
tendance over a long period represents 
the position of the Sunday-school more 
truly than does the actual attendance, 
which fluctuates from week to week. It 
seems unwise to become discouraged over 
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out the world. The schoot by the wayside 
country road, the school in the - village 
or town, the school in the teeming city, 
—all-these centers of influence are wen- 
derful agencies for bringing Christ into 
the hearts and lives of men. ?, 

Did the Lord Jesus give any thought to 














-™ 


ie ei 


See 


avérage attendance when he-went about 
as the great Teacher? ‘There is no men- 
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tion of a registrar or -secretary at an 
of his méetings. Frequently his “schoo!” 
resolved itself into. a -heart-to-heart talk 
with one piipil. -But the fact remains that 








his followers -inereased:~.- First Christ, then 
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four early disciples, then twelve apostles, seventy com- 
missioned workers, one hundred and twenty in the 
upper room on the day of Pentecost, three 
thousand converts. after Peter's great sermon, 
and now jillions and millions ef believers. If 
your Sunday-school and mine are net growing, some- 
thing is wrong. 
WaSsHINcToN, D. C. 


Stopping the Leaks in Attendance 
By Charles B. Harvey 


- fom less ef Sunday-scheel members is an ever 
resent problem which practically every superin- 
tendent must face. In the business world. we speak 
of labor turnover as a matter ef grave concern, and 
so we might apply the term schelar turnover te our 
Sunday-scheol problem. The effort to reduce this 
turnover is werthy of our best thought and action. 
It is useless to spend time, effort, and money to secure 
new members, if the gain is offset by the loss of our 
present membership. 

The methods adopted must vary according to local 
“conditions and preblems. This article does not aim 
40 give a cure-all, but to tell ef some ef the methods 
‘one darge scheol feend helpful in their efforts to re- 
duce ‘this turnover, and which, amended to meet local 
conditions, may be of service to other schools. 

Usually the leak in attendance ends in the leak in 
membership. With this thought in view we consider 
definite knewledge ef the reasons for losing members 
vital, so that on that knowledge we may base our at- 
tempts at the cure. To secure this knowledge, we use 
a form of dismissal card that bears a line headed 
“Reason.” The teacher is required to fill this line, 
and cards are not accepted in the secretary's office 
until: this line is filled out. A tabulation er study of 
these reasons will show some very interesting kinds 
of leaks and afford a background for the Sunday- 
school worker to start from. Exact diagnosis beats 
guess work every time. The most serious lesson 
that will probably be learned is that the larger num- 
ber of preventable losses can be grouped under: one 
head, “Less of interest.” This presents a mighty 
challenge te the school leaders, for it is the school’s 
business to hold that interest. 
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We have believed that regularity in attendance helps 
to hold the scholars’ interest, and so we found helpful 
the following plan to follow up the absentee. Any 
scholar absent two consecutive sessions is sént a greet- 
ing from the superintendent, advising the scholar that 
he or she was missed and expressing the hope that 
the following Sunday he or’ she might be present. The 
form of these notices should be changed frequently, 
so that they will not become stale. On the third 
Sunday if the scholar is net present, a card form 
is sent to the scholar’s teacher, acquainting the teacher 
with the fact and calling for his help in whatever 
manner he thinks best, but insisting on a definite 
report being sent to the office within one week. This 
is closely checked in the office, and reports needing 
further attention are turned. over to the superintendent 
fer. consideration. If this plan is followed no scholar 
can possibly drop away without the knowledge and 
efforts ef the Sunday-school efficers, teachers, and 
superintendent. 

The quality of the teaching force is another very 
vital factor’ in the helding of the scholars’ interest, 
but that is a problem too big to inetude in this short 
discussion, 

In our own school we have found that the extension 
ef the departmentai idea has been a-great factor in 
cutting down the turnover. Originally only the Be- 
ginners and Primary were separate departments, but 
the gradual’extension of this plan successively to the 
Junior, Intermediate, Senior, and Young People’s De- 
partments has been a splendid help along this line, 
aside from other and more evident advantages. 

The smaller units allow closer supervision and the 
employment of means of absentee follow-ups not pos- 
sible in larger units. These inchude letters and visits 
by the department superintendents in the younger 
grades, up to the place in the Intermediate and Senior 
ages where we secure the co-operation of the scholars’ 
fellow members, who visit them in effort to secure 
their regular attendance and interest in the class work. 
This often proves most effective. 

The plans as outlined are, of course, but supple- 
mental to the general program of the school. This 
must be attractive in its appeal to the members or 
we cannot expect to hold them long enough to reach 
them with the beauty and truth of Ged’s own message, 
which is the only reason for the Sunday-school. 

JENKINTOWN, Pa, 








Finding disorder in unexpected places 











How Shall We Get Order in Sunday School? 


By Philip E. Howard 














with the. superintendent ! 

He is the key to that situation. He does not 
always know how disorderly he is when he orders 
order. 

Banging the bell; shouting out, “Let us come to 
order,” through the tumult of conversation and motion 
and general confusion ; looking cross about it; starting 
to give out a hymn, or to offer prayer before every- 
thing is perfectly quiet, —all these methods are excel- 
lent ways of stirring up disorder. 

I remember when I was very young in the super- 
intendeney, hearing of an experienced leader who 
secured. order in his school after a fashion that is not 
common. He stood on the platform very quietly, and 
waited. By and by a teacher, a scholar here and there, 
began to notice that he was waiting. He stood ina 
listening attitude as though he could hear far sounds 
outside the room. Curiosity grew. Silence came. 
Then he said very quietly, “Isn't this a beautiful day? 
Listen! (Can you hear the wind in the trees outside? 
How good God is to give us such blessings! And 
ought we not to thank him for his goodness?” By 
that time the school was really listening, and there 
was no sign ef disorder. Then, and only then, had the 
time come te give out the opening hymn, or offer 
the opening prayer. 

The waiting way may take weeks of steady practice 
before a restless and nervous school becomes used to 
getting quiet without almost as much noise from the 
platform as the school is making. If the superinten- 
dent is ready to keep himself thoroughly in hand, and 
do so until the school actually learns that he. will 
not go forward with the program while there is con- 
versation or any other noise in the room, he will find 
great results. 

I remember visiting the Olivet Sunday School in 
New York. Dr. A.§H. McKinney was the superin- 
tendent. It was a very large school, made up of. all 
sorts of elements from the East Side. I think there 
were some seven hundred present on the day I was 
there. Practicatly the whole school, except perhaps 
the Primary Department, came under the eye ef the 
superintendent as he stood on the platform. While 
the school was gathering the pianist was playing quiet- 
ing music. 


T« SECURE order in the Sunday-school begin 





At exactly the hour for beginning, Dr. McKinney 
rose from his seat on the platform, -went to the desk, 
and stood there without a word. The pianist struck 
a full, strong cord on the piano. The doorkeepers 
closed ‘the doors. Conversation subsided like the 
receding waves on the beach. Dr. McKinney never 
said a word. In a moment or two there was silence 


~through that whole great room. In a low voice, but 


a voice that could be heard distinctly in all parts of 
the room, Dr. McKinney began the service. I shall 
never forget the impression madé upon my mind by 
the peace, the reverence, the willing obedience to 
well understood signals in that great school. It is 
quiet on the part of the superintendent, teachers, and 
officers that helps most to bring order. 

The way in which it is done greatly helps. A super- 
intendent of a school in which there were many chil- 
dren of railroad workers tried to secure order after 
the lesson hcur for the closing service. He was not 
succeeding very well, and he suggested that he would 
like- to have it so quiet in the room that you could 
hear a pin drop. Instead of quiet he got a ripple of 
laughter. Then with a cheery smile on his face he 
said, “Oh, I meant a coupling pin!” For some reason 
this caught the fancy of the school, and they immedi- 
ately became quiet. The superintendent’s good-natured 
hint was appreciated. Scolding dees about as much 
good from the superintendent’s desk as it does in many 
another situation where it is the worst method: possible. 

Little things make a great difference in the matter 
of order. Many a superintendent hardly realizes the 
effect on the school of his own manner on the platferm, 
and among classes, the way in which he handles papers 
on his desk, the preparedness with which he carries 
through the program for the day. - Schools are sensi- 
tive and responsive. They know very quickly when 
the superintendent is not just sure of what he will do 
next. Steady, well timed, and well prepared procedure 
makes for order. 

After the superintendent order should begin with 
the older classes, especially the Adult Bible classes. 
They are not supposed to need much drill in such 
matters, but very often the older scholars, or the 
grown folks, think that their whispered conversations 
on some important matter will not really be noticed. 
Teachers sometimes think that it will not be espe- 
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cially noticed if they. step. over to speak to other 
teaehers: on-an important matter, at a time when order 
is suppesed to prevail. But such things are noticed, 
and they ereate confusion. 

There is a time for conversation and activities around 
the room, and the distribution of papers, and the many_ 
other matters that come within the legitimate pro- 
eedure in the Sunday-school. There should be a 
time when it is welk understood. that such. things do 
net constitute: disorder, and: graciousness and liberty 
to a certain degree greatly help to relieve the tension 
in a sehool, a help tremendously to. get. attention 
when the moment has come fer. it: And when. that 
time has come, waiting. “expectantly for ordér is the 
surest way, in the tong run, te get it, and to hold a 
school steady. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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A Rally Week 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 

| fgper ot. DAY presents a challenge to all Sunday- 

school workers to go forward and build a bigger 
and better organization on the: foundation already laid. 
Where it is considered as merely one of the special 
days of the church year, an occasion for presenting a 
program more oer less elaborate in which the little 
children will have the opportunity to “show off” as 
they recite unrelated poems and sing their little songs, 


‘er even where the regular denominational Rally Day 


Program is used without thought as to the motive 
back of the service, then it-has' mo value. ‘The day 
itself should hold ferth more than a-mere entertain- 
ment. It should be the culmination ef much hard 
work that has been thoughtfully planned and prayer- 
fully carried out for a long period, and it should be 
the beginning of a progressive program of work for 
the coming months. ; 

Long before Rally Day, it is: well to decide upon 
some definite objective or objectives: for the day. It 
may be the stréngthening of some department, a change 
in the general program of the school, the opening of 
a new department by separating two groups of chil- 
dren, the introduction of a new series of lessons, or 
the forming of a class for men or for women. Per- 
haps it will be a decision on the part of all workers 
to make the present school better and stronger in every 
line, with a better type of teaching. There are so 
many good objectives that may help. strengthen the 
weak spots in a school A most unworthy objective 
is to have a large attendance simply because a certain 
number are wanted out on that day. There must be 
something besides numbers: if the day is to be worth 
while. Of course a large attendance 1s much to be. de- 
sired, but it should not be the one thing toward which 
every effort is put forth. 

Ralty Day sheuld mean a vivifying of all members. 
After the more or less broken attendance records 
caused by absence from the city or for other reasons, 


- this afflotds.an opportunity for all absentees to resume 


their place in the organization, and to do it in a grace- 
ful manner without calling undue attention to the fact 
that they have been away. Those members who have 
been faithful during the summer months are cheered 
by the return of the old friends. It is a happy time 
for everybody. But this cannot be brought about unless 
there is adequate preparation. Long in advance of 
the day itself the superintendent should have the mat- 
ter on his heart and in his mind and be laying plans. 
Co-operation between teachers and officers must be 
secured if any degree of success is to be won. The 
most profitable plan is where a rallying season is ar- 
ranged, not just a single rally for one session. Definite 
plans must be laid, advertising planned,- enthusiasm 
aroused, team work secured, transportation arranged 
for, and then some definite follow-up work agreed 
upon, that the benefits of Rally Day may be conserved. 

A Rally Week in which every department of the 
church is represented at some special service is fol- 
lowed by many churches. On Monday, in one church, 
it was the teachers who met in a rally; Tuesday, the 
women of the Sunday-schook; Wednesday, a party 
for the children in the afternoon and a family prayer 
service in the evening; Thursday, the men had their 
rally, and on Friday the young people had an enter- 
tainment.: All this led up to the big service on Sun- 
day. In ‘another church the various departments of 
the school were entertained by other groups: Monday 
night the Intermediates and Seniors were. given a 
banquet and a helpful program outlining the proposed 
projects for the coming year was presented; on Tues- 
day the Juniors, Primary, Beginners, and Cradle Roil 
children met in separate groups and were entertained ; 
on Wednesday the teachers and officers met together 
at -a dinner, followed by a special prayer-meeting ; 
Thursday was turned over to the Young People’s and 
Senior departments; and on Friday night the Sun- 
day-school officers and Adult. Department were given 
a banquet by the Ladies’ Aid Society of the church. 
At this time plans for the work of the coming year 
were presented. 

A Rally Month calls for work on the part of many. 
In one church every organized class, department of the 
Bible school, or organization of any kind was sched- 
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Lesson for September 29 


uled to hold a rally meeting some time during the 
month of September. Committees were appointed to 
arrange for advertising, invitation, decorations, pro- 
gram, and transportation. Anyone could have trans- 
portation for any service at any time by simply calling 
for it. Each organization arranged for a social gath- 
ering so that the members might become better ac- 
quainted one with the other. A poster in the form 
of a calendar pad was.prepared, and on this was 
given the special program scheduled for each day. 
Through this concerted rally all organizations were 
aroused to the importance of starting off the fall pro- 
gram as planned, and also became more interested in 
the work of other departments than their own as they 
learned about them. , 

Of course the program for the day itself must be 
just as attractive as possible. Many schools favor the 
awarding of some little souvenir, a ribbon badge, pencil, 
bookmark, or something else. This is a matter for a 
school to. decide for itself. . . 

Conserving the results of Rally Day. should be a 
part of the program. Sectire the name and address 
of every visitor and assign that name to some one 
whose business it is to call and invite the guest to 
become a member of the school. Follow up the new 
members who may be enrolled that day and endeavor 
to.hold every prospect that is lined up. 


CoraL GABLES, Fia. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communications, 

may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 

School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth ‘Street, Phila- 

delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 

published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for am answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth willebe glad te reply _indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 

Dear Mother Ruth: Many times have I thought over 
the question which I am about to speak to you of, and just 
as many times my decision seems to balance itself. without 
any definite weight one way or the other. Perhaps I may 
be young to think of these things, but I believe in growing 
with things, not waiting until the last minute to decide 
and then plunge in. 

As I am a young girl the thought of matrimony is be- 
ginning to play a serious part in my life. Sometimes I 
dread the thought, when I think of leaving my home to 
build another. Already I have earnestly prayed for a 
Christian, God-fearing man who respects life and -himself, 
that our thoughts and lives may be in unison and directed 
along: -the right channel. But this is the least of my 
worries. In my mamner of thinking, married life isn’t 
taken as it should be. .Men and women look at the idea of 
child bearing as a lost art. Doesn’t it distinctly say “be 
fruitful, and multiply” ?\But are we living under the Old 
Testament? Is this what we must do all our lives? To 
me the population seems more than great enough, and the 
fields for work! of missions enormous. Now, is it correct 
for a woman when she takes under consideration the sacred 
vows of marriage, to think of working during the first days 
of her marriage, or must she give up her work? To me, 
it seems that no one, should consider children. until they 
are able to care for them properly. When a woman, pro- 
vided she has no family to be responsible for, goes out work- 
ing and is able to come home and keep that up too, to me, 
she is accomplishing a lot. I will be grateful for enlight- 
enment on this subject—-UNDECIDED. ; 

Y DEAR GIRL: To be undecided in your think- 

ing is a good thing, if you will take the indecision 
to the right place, to get settled and to think aright. 
I would rather see you undecided than to know -that 
you have arrived at your own conclusion without the 
help of God. Let me see if I can help you with the 
Word of God. ; 

Yes, matrimony is a very important matter in a 
girl’s life. But to make your own selection from your 
own standpoint is almost sure to get. you in the wrong 
nest. -The thought of children should be one of holy 
sacredness, and responsibility before God. I cannot 
conceive of God calling a- wife to any higher workin 
life-than the rearing of children, and the Bible says, 
“Happy is the man that-hath his quiver full of them.” 
Read. Psalm 127. “Are we living under the: Old Tes- 
tament?” you ask. Read 2 Timothy 3:16,;-17. You 
see that “all scripture” is profitable and made plain for 
our edification, and that we may profit thereby. 

The trouble with the world today is the selfish prob- 
lem. .-We are inclined to ask, of everything in our 
lives, “What. do I get out of this or that?” instead 
of looking up to Heaven and asking for the privilege 
of doing God’s will, and fulfilling his purpose in our 
lives. If you will turn to 1 Corinthians 7 you will get 
some. thought on marriage as it is given to us in his 
Word. Then turn to Ephesians 5: 21 and the following 
verses, and you will add to your information the 
thoughts given there. To talk about having children 
according to the extent and wealth of your purse is 
not found in the Bible, so far as I know. That is 
human thinking, and the mind of the child of ‘God 
should. be directed by Ged,-and. not the foolishness of 
this. day’s. theories: You will have no difficulty in 
solving this preblem,..as ‘well:as all others, if you will 
“apply.thine heart to understanding” (Prov, 2:2). 
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In James 1:5 you will see that God will give us 
the great blessing of wisdom for the asking for it. 
Go to him, and on bended knee see what your life work 
is, and trust him for the understanding to meet the 
issues of life. Do not try, to tear open the leaves of 
life from your own thinking,;.when God is ready to 
give you the mind of Christ to guide you and to show 
you the path in which he would have you go. Nothing 
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but a complete surrender of your heart and mind will 
yield you the joy of the Christian who knows the 
Lord’s mind for her life. God help you so to know 
him that you will let him choose for you. 

You will find help on your problem and on the 
whole question of guidance in the book, “Under Whose 
Wings,” by Zenobia Bird, published by Biola Book 
Room, Los Angeles, $1.75. 








A colossal chart vividly illustrating 
the needs 








Making Missions Real 


By Frances E. Siewert 














Korea that, as the offering was being taken, I 
overheard a whispered conversation that set me 
thinking. 

“It is high time,” said a voice behind me, “that the 
churches of America should awaken to the fact that 
their money is more needed in the home land than 
it is on the foreign fields. Any thoughtful person can 
see, just from what we have heard tonight, that the 
Koreans are in a far better position to impart spiritual 
enthusiasm to America than America is to awaken it 
in others. This speaker has told us how the Koreans 
walk great distances toyattend sunrise prayer-meetings, 
and they come by the thousands. Imagine Americans 
attending prayer-meetings by the thousands at any 
time of day, with transportation provided! The mis- 
sionaries all tell similar stories. Their converts are 
ready to ‘follow the gleam’ even under the most bit- 
ter persecution, while in America no amount of coaxing 
and feeding will hold some of the people who for vari- 
ous reasons have come into the church. I am letting 
the collection plate go on by, you notice.” 

Of course I knew that there was a fallacy in that 
argument somewhere, but just exactly where was it? 
Just how do Korea and the United States compare 
in their needs for Christian leadership? How nearly 
is our task of evangelism completed in any of the for- 
eign fields? How soon can the churches of America 
conscientiously withdraw their support from any of 
the great mission countries and concentrate on the 
needs of the home land? I made up my mind that I 
would find the answers to these questions, and put the 
information in a form that could be visualized so that 
its significance could be grasped by anyone who saw it. 

So I gathered the latest statistics I could find from 
reliable sources and listed them as follows: 

Number of professing Christians in our own and 
mission countries in proportion to the whole popula- 
tion of each country: 


United States ...1 Protestant or Catholic to less than 3 


|: WAS at a lecture by an able missionary from 


Philippines ...... 1 Protestant Christian to every 100 
CO arr ee Seed on * bs 175 
La ea Se I - - = << 198 
pS ee I - i aes 500 
North Africa ...1 < s cae 661 
CINE: > 5's Sree ss I y ss S) an 


This chart says a good deal and yet I knew that 
it fails to make real the true situation, so I tried again. 
Letting a piece of white paper ten inches wide (the 
width, however; is immaterial) and three inches long 
represent the professing Christians in any given coun- 
try I decided to paste it on a piece of gray paper of 
the same width (ten inches) and long enough to rep- 
resent all of these countries, indicating with a heavy 
strip of red across the gray wherever one country 
stopped, but others continued. In other words, the 
gray paper would be long enough to represent China, 
with the other countries also indicated at various 
lengths upon it. However, when I began to figure 
I discovered that if three inches of white paper repre- 
sented the Christians in these countries, 1 must have 
three hundred inches, twenty-five feet, of gray to show 
the nimber of non-Christians in the Philippines alone, 
and the Philippines are our most Christianized mis- 
sion field! For Korea, that country from which 
I had visions of miSsionaries being sent to America, 
it would require five hundred and twenty-five inches 
of gray, almost forty-four feet. While America’s strip 
of gray wouid be, after the three inches of white had 
covered that much of it, only four inches long. Surely 
it would be a long time before America could feel that 
she has no further obligation to Korea, as regrettable 
as even these four inches of gray are. 

Thinking I now fully visualized the facts I had 
in hand, I put fifty cents in my pocket and went to a 
hardware store where I asked for two hundred and 
fifty feet of very heavy wrapping paper ten inches 
wide. The salesman sent another man to fill my order, 
and he was’ gone nearly half an hour. When he re- 
turned he said, “Well, that is the longest piece of 
paper I ever handled iri my life. Would you mind 
telling me what you are going to do with it?” 

I answered, “I am going to paste on one end of that 
strip'of gray paper a piece of white three inches long 
which will represent the number of Christians in 


China, while all the rest of that two hundred and fifty 
feet will represent the unsaved people of China. And, 
what is more, if we should stick that whole long strip 
as full of ordinary pins as they could possibly be placed 
there would not be one-fourth enough room on it to 
place one pin for every non-Christian in China.” 

“I had not supposed there were that many heathen 
in the world!” exclaimed the man. “If that is what 
it is for, I wili give you the paper at cost price, but 
even then your bill will be sixty-three cents! I don’t be- 
lieve the church realizes that China is as bad off as 
that. Sixty-three cents’ worth of paper just to make 
pin room for one-fourth of China’s lost souls!” 

As I carried that clumsy roll of paper home I thought: 
I at last understood China’s terrible need, that I surely 
had it visualized. But I was still mistaken. It was 
not until several weeks later when I used that chart at 
a Sunday-school convention, where I was discussing 
the subject “Shall We Teach Missions in the Sunday 
School?” that I ‘got the real vision of the world’s 
awful need of Jesus Christ. 

I stood on the platform of a country church in a. 
room perhaps sixty feet by forty feet in size. In my 
hand I held one end of that chart with the little three 
inch strip of white representing the Christians of each 
country pasted on the gray. The chart was being un- 
rolled as I explained it and at intervals of fifteen feet 
or sO men were standing .to support it. The portion 
representing the Philippines had reached half across 
the front part of the church and beyond the corner. 
Korea went on down nearly one-half the length of 
the church. India reached about six feet farther, while 
Japan went on the full length of the room, clear across 
the back of it and several feet off into a side room, 
the stopping place being marked each time by a broad 
strip of red on the chart. 

A Japanese student at the University of Washington 
once told me that the American churches had no mis- 
sionaries in Japan. He said, “Why, I grew up in 
Japan and never saw or heard of a Christian mis- 
sionary while I was there.” As I now looked at that 
appalling expanse of gray paper and then back to the 
three inches of white in my hand I understood why 
our missionary activities had escaped his notice. 

But Japan’s situation is roseate beside that of North 
Africa, for which the strip of gray paper continued 
to be unwound until it had been brought across the rear 
end and well up the side of the adjoining room. 

Aftica has so long been called the dark continent 
that many have come to think of it as the darkest of 


. the large countries, but it is not. It is China that 


demands our greatest sympathy. Bringing the long 
gray strip into the auditorium again the unwinding 
continued until the strip had been carried into the 
choir loft at the back of the pulpit and almost across 


it. It had taken a gray strip that reached more than: 


entirely around that auditorium, and the adjoining room, 
which was almost half as large as the auditorium, and 
a number of feet beyond to repfesent the unsaved peo- 
ple of poor sin-cursed China! And that little three 
inch strip in my hand represented all the professing 
Protestant Christians. The Lord Jesus commanded 
his disciples, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature,” and after nineteen hun- 
dred years this is all we have to show him should he 
come now. Has Christianity failed then.on the for- 
eign fields? No, a thousand times, no. Look at the 
chart and realize that it has never been tried! 

Is the picture really as dark as this chart represents? 
No, not quite. While only one in one thousand in 
China is a professing Christian, we are told that one 
out of every ten has been influenced by. the Church 
to some extent, so that if the work that has alread 
been done is adequately followed up there should the 
an enormous ingathering. But it must be done now, 
while those who have felt this influence are still alive, 
if it is to be realized upon at all. 

So far the Church has merely played at the task of 
carrying out the Great Commission. The question is, 
Will she continue to do so? It is even more personal 
than that... When the Lord Jesus comes, will he know 
that you and I have only played at carrying out his 
last command, or will he know that. we individually 
have done our utmost to carry his message to every 
creature? 

Et Dorapo, Kan. 
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LESSON 13. SEt - MBER 29. REVIEW: SIGNIFICANCE 
AND THE RESTORATION. 


Golden Text.—The lovingkindness of Jehovah is from everlasting te everlasting upon them that fear him, and his 


righteousness unto children’s children.+~Pita. 103 : 17 


International Uniform Lesson 








OF THE-EXILE 


— 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Historical Setting 


HE lessons during the past Quarter have cov- 

ered a period of about one hundred years. They 

began with Ezekiel in exile, in Babylon, B. C. 

sso. And they ended with Malachi about B. C. 487. 

‘The chronological sequence can be most conveniently 
set out in the form of a table. 


750. 
719. 
625. 
605. 


Rome founded. 
Fall of Samaria. x : 
Fall of Nineveh, End of Assyrian Empire. 
Daniel carried away to Babylon. 
597. Ezekiel carried away to Babylon. 
587. Fall of Jerusalem. 
. Nebuchadnezzar’s madness. 
. Fall of Babylon. 
. Edict of Cyrus to rebuild the house of 
the Lord. 
. Ahasuerus (Cambyses) —Ezra 4: 6. 
. Artaxerxes (Pseudo-Smerdis) — Ezra 4: 7. 
. Darius king. 
. Zerubbabel built temple (Hag. 1:1; Jer. 
4:6; Ezra 6:1, etc.). 
. Behistun inscription made. 
. Nehemiah goes up to Jerusalem. Walls 
rebuilt. Nehemiah governor of Jerusa- 
lem for twelve years. 
. Nehemiah returns to Babylon. f 
. Miltiades defeated Persian General Datis 
at Marathon. , 
. Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem. Malachi 
prophesies. ; 
. Egypt revolts against the Persians, 
486. Xerxes I. Probably the Ahasuerus of 
the Book of Esther. 
Great expedition to Greece starts. Battle 
of Thermopyle. Naval battle of Salamis. 
Persian fleet destroyed. 
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480. 


B. C. 479. Battle of Plataea. Persian host destroyed. 

B. C. 405. Xerxes murdered. Artaxerxes the long 
handed. 

B. C. 400. Death of Socrates. 

B. C. 333. Battle of the Issus. Alexander the great 
destroys the Persian Empire. 
I. THe CAUSE OF THE EXILE 

The exile was God’s punishment for his people’s 
sins. For centuries he had been warning them, These 


warnings culminated in the fall of Samaria, B. C. 722. 
Yet even that tremendous object lesson passed un- 
heeded by Judah. And thus at length the final stroke 
fell. And Jérusalem was captured and the people car- 
ried away captive. Read 2 Chronicles 36: 14-17. 


II. PotrticAL MovEMENTS PRECEDING THE EXILE 


The world power previous to the uprising of Babylon 
was Assyria. After the Assyrians had retired from 
the siege of Jerusalem, B. C. 711, the then king of 
Babylon sent an embassy of congratulation to Heze- 
kiah (Isa. 39:1). By 625 Babylon had replaced As- 
syria as the supreme world power. The Greek tradition 
is that Nabopolassar the viceroy of the king of Assyria 
at Babylon proclaimed himself king of Babylon. With 
the help of Cyaxares the Mede he took Nineveh. The 
Assyrian dominions were divided between Psam- 
meticus who took Egypt, Nabopolassar who took 
Babylon, and Cyaxares who took Media. The facts 
are tolerably plain though the exact dates are still 
uncertain. In any case Ashurbanipal was succeeded by 
two of his sons and they almost immediately lost their 
Empire. Before the end of Nabopolassar’s reign 
Pharaoh Necho ascended the throne of Egypt. He 
reigned from B. C. 609 to 5905. He was an ambitious 
and able ruler. He maintained fleets both in the Medi- 
terranean and the Red Sea. Under his auspices the 
circumnavigation of Africa was accomplished by an 
Egyptian fleet manned, however, by Phoenician sailors. 

Necho deemed that the time had come to assert the 
ancient claims of Egypt over Syria. Josiah of Judah 
loyally carried out his obligations to the king of Baby- 
lon. His little force gencountered the Egyptian Army 
at Megiddo, B. C. 368, but was defeated, and Jo iah 
himself was slain. The victorious Egyptians probably 
over-ran all the Assyrian provinces west of the Eu- 
phrates. In thus asserting his power, however, Necho 
was challenging Babylon. <A conflict between the two 
great rivals for the dominion of the world cou'd -ot 
long be deferred. The armies met near Carcher sh 
by the fords of the Euphrates, Nebuchadnezzar. at 
the head of his father’s troops inflicted defeat on the 
Egyptians and Necho was forced to evacuate Assyria 


Lesson Calendar for the Third Quarter 


1. July 7.—The Story of Ezekiel, Ezek. 1 : 1-3; 

2:1 to 3:27; 8: 1-4; rn: 2-255 24: 35-24; 
Golden Text: Ezek. 33:11 

14.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal Responsibility. 


33 > 30-33 
2 July 


Ezek. 18: 1-32; 33: 1-20 — 


Golden Text: Romans 14: 12 


3. July 21.—Ezekiel’s Vision of Hope ....... Ezek. 47 : 1-12 


Golden Text: Isaiah 9:7 
4. July 28—The Story of Daniel. Dan. 1: 1-21; 
2:13°19; 4:10; 7: 28; 8215-18; 9: 20-23; 10: 1-19; 12:9 
Goiden Text: Daniel 12:3 
s- August 4.—Belshazzar’s Feast. (Temperance Lesson.) 


Dan. § : 1-3! 
Golden Text: Eph. 5: 18 
6. August 11.—Daniel Among the Lions. ...... Dan, 6: 1-28 
Golden Text: Psa. 34:7 
7. August 18—The Return from Captivity. 
Jer. 29: 10-14; Ezra 1 : 1-113 
Golden Text: Psa. 126:3 
8 August 25.—Rebuilding the Temple. 
Ezra 3:1 to 6: 22; 
Go'den Text: Psa. 122:1 
9. September 1.—Ezra’s Return to Jerusalem. 
Ezra 
Golden Text: Ezra 8 : 22 
10. September 8—Nehemiah Rebuilding the Wall of 
Jerusaiem Neh. 2:1 to 734 


Psa. 126: 1-6 


Psa, 84: 1-12. 
7:1 to 8:36 


Golden Text: Neh. 4:6 

ir, September 15.—Teaching the Law of God ..Neh, 8: 1-18 
Golden Text: Psa. 119 : 130 

12. September 22.—Malachi Foretells a New Day 


Mal. 1:1 to 4:6 
Golden Text: Mal. 3:1 
13. September 29.—Review: Significance of the Exile 
and the Restoration. 
Golden Text: Psa. 103 : 17 








and retire to Egypt (2 Kings 24:7). Carchemish 
was fought perhaps in B. C. 606. 

In 605 Nebuchadnezzar came up against Jerusalem 
and took it. He is called the king of Babylon at 
this time (2 Chron. 36:6). This is because he was 
at that time corex with his father Nabopolassar. To 
break the spirit and strength of the Jews he continued 
the cruel policy of the kings of Assyria and deported 
the flower of the nation to Babylon. Among those 
taken away at this time was Daniel (Dan. 1:1). 
King Jehoiakim also became a captive though perhaps 
he died before he could be removed from Jerusalem 
(Jer. 22:18, 19). The fourth year of Jehoiakim was 
the first year of Nebuchadnezzar. This is the link 
which connects the years of sacred and profane chron- 
ology. It is thus one of the most important dates in 
the Bible. ae 

In the seventh year of Nebuchadnezzar he again 
came up against Jerusalem and took away 3,023 people 
(Jer. 52:28). In the following year another depor- 
tation took place. King Jehoiachin was carried away 
and with him a distinguished band of captives, includ- 
ing such men as Ezekiel (Ezek. 1:1). This was per- 
haps B. C. 506 or 595. In the eighteenth year of 
Nebuchadnezzar he came against Jerusalem yet once 
more. And after a siege of less than two years the 
city was finally captured and destroyed. 


III. Tue Lesson oF THE EXILE 


Concerning this whole episode we ‘may say with 
Paul, “Behold ¢hea the goodness and severity of God” 
(Rom. 11:22). There was goodness and loving- 





Loving-kindness 
By Amos R. Wells 


OD’S loving-kindness who can know? His 
founts of mercy ever flow, his high enduring 
righteousness forever shines to heal and bless. Swift 
as Ezekiel’s wheels it runs, dimming the circuit of 
the suns; fair as Ezekiel’s dreams it lies along our 
mortal enterprise. Where Daniel feels the searing 
breath of raging lions’ horrid death, God’s loving- 
kindness there and then is safety in the lions’ den. 
When brave Sheshbazzar led his band returning from 
the heathen land, God’s kindness gave him manifold 
riches of silver and of gold. When Ezra took his 
people back along the perilous desert track, God’s 
kindness kept him day by day from savage foes along 
the way. When Nehemiah built the wail and crafty 
plotters planned his fall, God’s kindness kept that 
gallant man against the sly Samaritan. The loving- 
kindness of the Lord on those that fear Aim is out- 
poured, and children’s children still confess the glory 
of his righteousness. 














kindness and tender mercy. For many years warn- 


. \ings were given to the people over and over again. 


The warnings were unheeded. Yet still the mercy of 
the Lord waited for some sign of national repentance. 
Under Hezékiah and Josiah serious efforts were made 
to bring the people back to God. Yet each time the 
reformation was the work of a small group. The 
national consciousness as a whole was never aroused 
to the neople’s need of repentance. The patient wait- 
ing of God failed to bring about the looked for result. 
And so at last the stroke fell. Yet even then it fell 
by degrees. There were preliminary indications and 
warnings. Examples of deportation even were given. 

It seemed as if God could not bring himself to pro- 
nounce the final doom. 

This will afford solemn object lessons for ourselves 
and for our pupils. They are so obvious that I do 
not need to dwell upon them in detail. 


IV. RESULTS OF THE EXILE 


The first and perhaps most obvious result was that 
the tendency to idolatry which had marked the people 
for so long almost entirely disappeared. After the 
sojourn in Babylon formalism became the national 
sin, but idolatry withered away. 

The second result was a new passion for the Word 
of God. This was part of God’s providential prepara- 
tion for the preservation and transmission of the 
canon of the Old Testament. 

A third result was that the Jews from being mainly 
an agricultural people became a mercantile people. 
This characteristic they have preserved until this 
day. The subsidiary effect of this was that the Jews 
established contacts with people all over the ancient 
world. These contacts provided the means in God’s 
providence for broadcasting the knowledge of his truth. 
The missionary results of the dispersion have still to 
be fully*estimated. : 

A fourth result of the exile was that the Jewish 


‘religion became more spiritualized. Before the exile 


their idea was that because they were the people of God 
no evil could befall them. To them divine favor meant 
divine favoritism. They thought that whatever hap- 
pened God must stand by his people. The exile taught 
them the stern lesson that righteousness is the passion 
of God’s heart. 

V. Tue Return 


As the exile had been brought about by slow de- 
grees so also was the return. Our lessons have cov- 
ered the period of nearly a century which elapsed 
between the first decree of Cyrus and the return under 
Zerubbabel and the rebuilding of the walls of the city 
by Nehemiah. 

Comparatively a small number of the people were 
willing to face the hardships of the return. The dan- 
gers of the desert journey and the discomforts of 
housekeeping amid the ruins of Jerusalem seemed a 
poor exchange for the amenities of Babylon and the 
security of a strong city. Thus the opportunity af- 
forded by the decree of Cyrus was in itself a searching 
test of character as all opportunities are. Two classes 
of the people might be supposed to have availed them- 
selves of the chance given. These were the very poor ° 
and the very religious. And of these two classes it 
is the latter which for us is the important one. Leav- 
ing out the very poor who might perhaps have been 
glad to get out of Babylon at any risk, the rest of the 
people who went back were the cream of the nation. 
-Yet even they very largely failed to rise to the height 
of God’s calling. 

Thus the lessons of God’s dealings with his people 
after the return are full of instruction for Christians 
today. Abounding mercy and frequent failure to make 
full use of it are just as. much the characteristics of 
our lives as they were of the returning Jews. 

Tunsrivce WELLS, Enc. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs, Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


NAS the great figures of our last six months’ study. 
Which ones were prophets? Which rulers? 


2. What was the greatest lesson learned by God’s peo- 
ple through this period of their history? 

3. What do we learn from the Quarter’s lessons about 
Ged’s attitude toward sin? 


4. What invariably accompanied God’s” messages of de- 
nuneiation through his -prophets? 
































Lesson for September 29 


5. Who are the outstanding prophets of the exile? 

6. Why are the lessons of the latter half of the Quar- 
ter almost entirely from the books of Ezra and Nehemiah? 

7. What was the greatest material accomplishment of 
this period? : 5 

8. What permanent change was made in the Hebrews’ 
form of government at this time? 

9. Upon what spiritual condition of the people does the 
curtain of Old Testament history fall? 


10. What restoration greater than that of the lessons 


is suggested in Malachi? 
11. Suggest verses from the Quarter worthy of remem- 
brance, such as Nehemiah 8: 8. (Personai.) 


12. Why are these lessons, prepared centuries: ago, so 
strikingly applicable to life today? 


es 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
The answers’ to the lesson questions of the preceding 


week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Review.—A Law of Learning and of Teach- 
ing. 











HE preceding lessons are a study in general of the 

Exile ‘and the Restoration. Half of them are devoted 
to each of these subjects. The first six include three 
from Ezekiel and three from Daniel, while the Book 
of Ezra furnishes three of the Restoration lessons, 
Nehemiah two, and Malachi one. Perhaps, the best 
known lessons are the ones from the Book of Daniel, 
especially the one on Belshazzdr’s Feast and the story 
of Daniel Among the Lions. The lessons least familiar 
were probably those from the Book of Ezekiel, and 
they no doubt have served the good purpose of making 
that prophet better known, if not of introducing him 
to many pupils for the first time. In bringing together 
the lessons from Ezra and from Nehemiah the lessons 
have served the purpose of showing the close co-opera- 
tion of these two men of God in the restoration of the 
Temple and of the true worship at Jerusalem, if not 
indeed of that unity of the two books which led the 
Jews to unite them into one. y 

The lesson which is essentially the entire Book 
of Malachi suggests not merely the last authentic voice 
that spoke to Israel for God before the voice in the 
wilderness announced the coming of the Word of God 
himself, but also a restoration not to be hindered by the 
bitter experience when the greater Restorer “came unto 
his own, and his own received him not.” We have 
the later assurance that “the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world began” (Acts 3: 21) 
is only waiting now the coming again of the “Sun of 
righteousness,” arising upon’ our sin-darkened world 
with healing in his wings.. Some significant verses, 
as Nehemiah 8:8, may profitably be selected for such 
Review as will help fix them in memory. 

Huntinopon, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—The Story of Ezekiel (Ezek. 1 : 1-3; 
2:1 to 3:27; 8: 1-4; 11: 22-25; 24: 15-24; 33: 30-33). 
We talked about language a lot in this lesson, and we 
found that the Book we study is a wonderful school- 
master when it comes to classes in English. 


Lesson 2.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal Responsibility 
(Ezek. 18: 1-32; 33: 1-20). Every. man, no matter 
how weak, can always conquer the enemy. The Gos- 
pel way, as exploited by one Paul of Tarsus, is burn 
the fellow with hot coals applied to his head. Elisha 
conquered Syria in such fashion. This lesson also 
taught us that when a man turns away from God he 
becomes a “dead one” in a business or professional 
way, just as surely as he becomes a “dead one” in a 
spiritual way. The “live” establishments are those who 
obey God. 


Lesson 3.—Ezekiel’s Vision of Hope (Ezek. 47: 1- 
12). You will remember this lesson as the one where 
we had brought to our attention the wonderful indus- 
trial possibilities of the Holy Land because of the 
great water power lying there for engineering brains 
and abundant capital to develop. That this is not a 
“pipe dream” is assured by the fact that Imbeau, one 
of France’s greatest engineers, has worked it all out. 
Prophecy is not all. spiritual, God knew what was 





what when he placed his chosen: people at the halfway 
place without any competition. 


Lesson 4.—The Story of Daniel (Dan. 1: 1-21; 2: 
13-19; 4:19; 7:28; 8: 15-18; 9: 20-23; 10: 1-19; 12: 
Dp)». In this lesson there was one thing. I wanted 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, of pie dozen. 
& ‘ 


Fourth Quarter 
1. Octoher 6.—Recognizing Our Debt to Others, 
Neh. 4: 15-23; Mark 12: 28-34; Rom, 15: 12-7; 


Phil. 2.: 1-8;,Col. 3:12; 4:1; Jas. 2: 14-17. 
. October 13.—Keeping Fit“ for the Sake of Others. 
(Temperance Lesson.) Dan. 1:8-20; I Cor. 
: 9: 19-273 .1 Tim, 4: 7-12; 2 Tim, a: 1-5. 
3. October 20.—Useful Work a Christian Duty. 
Gen, 2:15; Exod. 20:9; Neh. 6:3; John 5:17; 
9:4; Acts 20 : 33-35; 2 Thess. 3 : 6-12; Eph. 4: 28, 
(Temperance Lesson.)' Dan. 1:8-20; 1 Cor. 
4 October 27.—The Christian View of Recreation, 
* Jer. 31: 12, 13; Zech. 8:5; Matt. 11 : 16-19; Mark 
2: 18-28; 6 : 30-32; John 2: 1-11. 
gs. November 3.—Respect for Rightful Authority ~ 
(World’s Temperance Sunday). Mark 12: 13-17; 
Rom. 13: 1-14; 1 Pet. 2: 13-17. 
6 November 10—World Peace Through Mutual 
Understanding. Isa. 2: 2-4; 11: 6-10; ‘19 : 23-25; 
Acts 17 : 22-28; Eph. 4: 4-6, 13-19; John 4 : 20, 21. 
gy. November 17.—Living With People of Other Races 
Ruth 1: 1-18; John 4:§-10; Acts 10:1 to 11: 18; 
Rom. 1:14; Gal. 3 : 28, 2 
8 November 24.—The Higher Patriotism. The Book of Jonah, 
9. December 1.—The Christian Home in a Modern 
World. Deut. 6 : 3-9; Matt. 19 : 3-9; Luke 2 : 40-52; 
24 : 28-32; Eph. 6: 1-9; a Tim. 1 : 3-5; 3: 14 15. 
10. December 8.—Helping Neighbors in Need. 
Matt. 25 : 31-46; Luke 10 : 25-37; Jas. 1:27; 2: 14-17- 
11, December 15.—The Christian Spirit in Industry. 
Exod. 1: 8-14; 20:17; Deut. 24:14, 15; Amos 
5 :6-15; Zech. 8:16, 17; Matt. 20:1-16; Mark 
12:1-9; Luke 3:14; Eph. 6: 5-9; 1 Tim. 6: 17-19 
12. December 22—The Child in a Christian World 
(Christmas Lesson). Matt. 18:1-6; Mark 9: 36, 
; os 37, 42; 10: 13-16; Luke 2: 1-20. 
13. December 29.—Fellowship Through Worship. Neh. 
8:1-12;Micah 4:1, 2; Psa 122:1-9; Matt, 28: 
18-20; Heb. 10: 19-25. 
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every young man (and woman) to get. It is the finest 
commentary on the spirit of the Daniel story I know. 
I was with one of the heads of a great corporation 
employing twelve thousand young men. Here is what 
he said, “We try to get for our young men those 
who have had to work their way through college. 
These are the fellows who have the guts to do things.” 
That is the strong word the man used. 


Lesson 5.—Belshazzar’s Feast (Temperance Lesson, 
Dan. 5: 1-31). “Mene”; “Tekel”; “Peres.” These three 
words, like x x x on the old-time lager beer, can be 
used to mark the greatest drunken spree of all history. 
“Numbered.” “Weighed.” “Divided.” When a man 
begins to drink, both Heaven and earth “take his 
number.” ‘His employer and his neighbors begin to 
“weigh” him. And in the end he is divided up between 
the gutter, the sanitarium, the poor house, the jail, and 
the medical doctors. There is just one word that can 
tell the whole story in three letters R-U-M. 


Lesson 6.—Daniel among the Lions (Dan. 6: 1-28). 
The outstanding teaching in this lesson, after God’s 
care for his own, is the foolishness of the king sign- 
ing what he didn’t know all about. We know so many 
women cheated out of their living that we tried to 
warn all readers never to sign anything unless they 
had to and only then after consulting the banker, the 
old reliable family lawyer (your own or the bank’s), 
the minister, and God himself. Never, never, never 
sign for a stranger. There is invisible ink, remember. 


Lesson 7.—The Return from Captivity (Jer. 209: 
10-14; Ezra 1: 1-11; Psa, 126:1-6). God uses all 
kinds of folks to carry out his purposes. The fake 
preacher and evangelist have led people. into the king- 
dom. He used the heathen king to help Israel back 
home. Cyrus knew how to strengthen hands. Gold, 
silver, and goods do it even to this very day. With 
character, real character, when sought first, go “all 
these things” (Matt. 6:33). It was in this lesson we 
entered the tear zone. Tears are usually the evidence 
of sincerity, and, like good coin, can be counterfeited. 


Lesson 8.—Rebuilding the Temple (Ezra 3:1 to 
6:22; Psa, 84: 1-12). Here we had another division 
of our fellow citizens. The Weepers. The Shouters. 
And the Weepers were found to be those who live on 
the sunny side of the street. The bond clippers and 
salary drawers. The envelope getters were the 
laughers out loud. The prophets and preachers in 
the Old Book point out the way to prosperity. The 
bees that get the honey are those who go to the heart 
of God’s flowers of promise, They that dwell in God’s 
house, if you would know. 


Lesson 9.—Ezra’s Return to Jerusalem (Ezra 7: 
I to 8:36). We learned in this lesson that if success 
in an enterprise is to be assured it is well to approach 
it religiously. It is a striking fact that. most of our 
great commercial successes are men who hold to the 
Bible. Ezra had faith in God’s promises. Many folks 
do not. Ezra arrived at Jerusalem safely. upon the 
royal cord tires of God’s ‘promise and without even a 
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: puncturé ‘or any engine trouble. The hand of God goes 


with all his children, and there’is no being plucked 
out of that hand. This was some trip and some lesson. 


Lesson 10.—Nehemiah Rebuilding the Wall of Jeru- 
salem (Neh. 2:1 to 7:4). On this very day upon 
which I write this Review note an employer said, 
“The reason houses and all else cost more than they 
used to is because men do not have a mind to work.” 
Folks who get anywhere do it by hard work, and not 
by eight-hour days. Life is a fight. Great artists and 
inventors worked early and late, and fought poverty. 
Nehemiah succeeded because he took God into partner- 
ship. ‘So I prayed to the God of heaven,” he tells us, 
oe the “God of heaven” saw to it all—and it was 

one. 


Lesson 11.—Teaching the Law of God (Neh. 8: 1- 
18). In this lesson we ventured the statement that 
preaching, which included some sorts of, “teaching,” 
could be mightily improved in efficiency by instruction 
and practice in expression. To really care and take 
pains, and shut off the nose. “Strength” and the “joy 
of Jehovah” are inseparable. The religious man is the 
strong man, the dependable man. We did not say “be- 
longer,” we said religious man. When people bubble 
over with joy, they bubble over with generosity, and 
all days are Christmas. 


Lesson 12.—Malachi Foretells a New Day (Mal. 
1:1 to 4:6). As these lessons are primarily taught 
to a company of men engaged in the big steel mills of 
Coatesville, when we came to talking about “the re- 
finer’s fire” we got into the great open hearth furnaces, 
the last word in metal refining. We found that high 
grade men can be produced by the Master Refiner 
from low grade stuff, just as high grade steel is pro- 
duced from “junk.” You women readers wouldn't 
understand, so you were told about the employed girls 
in New York and.the churches in Chicago. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The sera | School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the list after 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
cpodally desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


illustrations for this 


When a Pardon Was Announced.—To proclaim 
liberty to the captives (Isa. 61:1). During his visit 
to Canon City, Colo., in 1899, the Governor of the 
State, héaring that Mr. Moody was to speak at the 
penitentiary on Thanksgiving Day, wrote him, inclos- 
ing a pardon for a woman who had already served 
about three years of her ten-year sentence. Mr. Moody 
was glad to be the bearer of the message to the 
woman, who was unaware of its coming. At the 
close of his address, he announced that he had in his 
hands a pardon for one present, intending to make 
some further comments, but at once he saw the strain 
was becoming such that he dared not go on. He called 
the name and asked the woman to come forward and 
accept the Governor’s Thanksgiving gift. The woman 
hesitated a moment, and with a shriek, crossing her 
hands over her breast, she feil sobbing and laughing 
across the lap of the woman next to her. Again she 
arose, staggered, and fell at the feet of the prison 
matron. The excitement was so intense that the evan- 
gelist could only make a very brief application of the 
scene to illustrate God’s offer of pardon and peace. 
He afterward said that if his offer of God’s pardon 
produced such scenes he would be accused of extreme 
fanaticism and undue working on the emotions.—From 
“The Life of D. L. Moody,” by his son. Sent by 
Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Is Israel Scattered?—Their seed shall be known 
among the nations, and their offspring among the peo- 
ples (Isa. 61:9). God said time and time again that 
he would scatter Israél among all the nations of the 
earth, and I have taken pains to ascertain whether 
there are Israelites to be found in the most remote 
parts of the world. I asked Dr. Peck whether there 
were Israelites among*the Eskimos in the Arctic 
circle, and he told me there were quite a number of 
them. I asked Dr. Crawford, who worked in cen- 
tral Africa, and he said he had found them there. I 
asked Dr. Hudson Taylor if there were any in China, 
and he said there were many of them. I have yet to 
find the country where there are no Israelites. You 
will remember Christ’s own parable about the hid 
treasure, how a certain man found a treasure in a field 
and then when he had found it he did a very remark- 
able thing, he went and hid it in the field again, and 
then bought the field to get the treasure out of it. 
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That treasure is Israe]—J’rom Canon F. 
E, Howitt. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spen- 
eer, S. L. 


Comfort for the Dying.—The loving- 
kindness of Jehovah (Golden Text). A 
good man was very ill, and his friends 
came to comfort him. They remembered 
his good deeds, and how he had always 
cared for the lambs of Christ’s flock. 
One prayed, “Lord, thou knowest how he 
loves thee.” “Ah, my friends,” said the 
sick man, “do not say that. When Mary 
and Martha went to Jesus, their message 
was not, ‘Lord, he who loveth thee 1s 
sick,’ but, ‘He whom thou lovest.’ It 1s 
not my imperfect love to him that gives 
me comfort, but his perfect love to me.” 
—From The Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


When the Judge Condemned.—The 
lovingkindness of Jehovah (Golden Text). 
Two men who had been friends and com- 
pamons in their youth met in the police 
court, the one on the magistrate’s bench, 
the other in the prisoner’s dock. The 
case was tried and the prisoner found 
guilty. Would the judge, in considera- 
tion of their friendship years before, for- 
bear to pass judgment? No, he must 
fulfill his duty, justice must be done, the 
law of the land obeyed. He gave out the 
sentence — fourteen days’ hard labor or a 
fine of fifty dollars. The condemned man 
had nothing with which to pay, so the 
prison cell was tefore him. But as soon 
as he had pronounced the sentence, the 
judge rose from the bench, threw aside 
his magistrate’s robes, and, stepping down 
to the dock, stood beside the prisoner, paid 
his fine for him, and then said, “Now, 
John, you are coming home with me to 
supper.” It is just so with the sinner. 
God cannot overlook sin. Justice. must 
be done, and sentence pronounced, but 
Christ himself pays the debt and the sin- 
ner is free—J’rom “500 Scriptural Anec- 
dotes,’ by Harold F. Sayles. Sent by 
Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Always the Same.—T hie lovingkindness 
of Jehovah is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting (Golden Text). It is said to be 
the property of a crystal to assume pre- 


fragments it may be broken. The in- 


a magnifying glass must be used, is a 


from which it came. If we could take 
God’s eternity and break it up into aeons, 
if we could take the aeons and break 
them up into ages, andthe ages into 
centuries, and the centuries into momenis, 
we should find each separate moment of 
God's life to be just as _ resplendent 
with benignity, compassion, redeeming 
grace, and happiness as his sublime eter- 
nity itselfi—From- The King’s Business. 
yey by Emily McFarland, Newark, 
Ohio. 


But Our Prince Abides.—TJhe loving- 
kindness of Jehovah is from everlasting 
to everlasting upon them that fear him, 
and his righteousness unto children’s chil- 
dren (Golden Text). Many years ago at 
Delhi, on the evening of the day on which 
Queen Victoria was proclaimed Empress 
of India, I remember witnessing and feel- 
ing the strange sense of awe that came 
over the vast concourse of spectators, 
European and native alike, when we saw 
the Queen’s likeness and then the Prince 
of Wales’, which had been wonderfully 
represented in a set of fireworks, gradu- 
ally fade away and pass into darkness. 
But—and this it was that touched us 
all —the Crown remained in all its glory. 
The picture was meant to illustrate 
the permanence of the Empire. When 
both Queen and Prince are gone the 
Crown remains. God’s loving-kindness 
was experienced by my parents, now by 
myself, and will begby my children ‘and 
their children. We'pass, but his loving- 
kindness is “from everlasting to everlast- 
ing.”—Sent by Mrs. Coward, Lucea, Ja- 
maica, B. Wal. 














































































































Did you know that every member of 
your Sunday-school class may try Chris- 
tian Youth for Yo weeks at 10 cents a 
subscription? 























cisely the same form into however many | 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Review.—Our Father, 
we have seen thy loving hand patiently 
dealing with thy people in days of old. 
Perverse and foolish though they were, even 
as we, thou didst hold them in the hollow of 
thy hand and thou didst restore them to the 
land that thou didst give them. Ovr Father, 
we are amazed at our own likeness to those 
willful and foolish children of thine. Help 
us, we pray thee, so to live day by day that 
we shall not linger in exile experiences, but 
ever walk with thee in humble obedience and 
faithful service. May thy loving-kindness, 
so overwhelming in its abounding grace, con- 
strain us to loyalty and childlike obedience. 
We ask this in the name of our blessed Re- 
deemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Word to the Superintendent.—The 
International Lesson Committee has 
printed at the head of the Second Quar- 
| ter’s lessons, as the aim of the six-months’ 

course, of which the present Quarter is 
| the second half, a note which reads as 
| follows: 
| ering and appreciating how God, through 
prophets and other leaders, gave help 
and guidance to the people of Judah, in 
order that the pupils may come to see the 
hand of God in their own lives and in 
all human affairs.” If in preparing for 
the Review you were to underline in 
your own thinking the words: discover- 
ing, appreciating, God, guidance, hand of 
God, own lives, you would then have in 
mind a fair outline of the lessons and 
anything you might say from the plat- 
form, after the lesson in the classes, could 
deal with some of these words as express- 
ing what the Quarter’s lessons have 
meant. Briefly the Quarter has set forth 
God’s dealings with a sinful, disobedient 
people, in discipline and restoration, with 
a number of lessons about great leaders 
chosen by him. The Golden Text for 
the Quarter should be dwelt upon with 
| great emphasis, and with gratitude that 

it is true today! 





Questions for a Written Review 


(To be dictated from the desk and an- 
swered in writing.) 





1. Was Ezekiel promised a hard or an 
easy time as a prophet? Why do you 
| think so? , 


“To lead the pupils in discov- | 


4. Tell briefly what occurred at Bel- 
shazzar’s feast. 


5. Describe briefly the experience of 
Daniel in the lions’ den. 

6. What is meant by the return from 
captivity ? 

7. What great building was rebuilt 
when the captives returned? 

8. How does Ezra account for this safe 
return to Jerusalem? 

9. Who was the leader in rebuilding 
the wall of Jerusalem? 

10. After the return, what book was 
taught to the people? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 





EAD the passages studied during the 
Quarter. Tell the class on the Sun- 
day before the Review that they may 
| “play” the lesson next Sunday. Let each 
| child represent one of the leading char- 
| acters of the Quarter’s lessons. These 
characters are in two groups — king 
| Nebuchadnezzar and the children of the 
captivity, Nehemiah, Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah, kings Belshazzar 
and Darius. Kings Cyrus and Artaxerxes 
| with the leaders of the returning captives, 
| Ezra, Sheshbazzar, Zerubbabel, Hanani, 
| Nehemiah, and Malachi form the second 
| group. If your class is small, let each 
child represent a character in each group. 
All the equipment t:.at will be necessary 
' is a pointed paper band for the king’s 
| crown, cords for the wrists of the chil- 
dren of the captivity, a ‘long one for 
Daniel and his three companions, a 
shorter one for Ezekiel, and some little 
boxes representing the treasure given the 
i returning captives. It will be necessary, 
no doubt, for the teacher to tell the stories 
of nearly all the characters, which must 
be done very briefly. 

Let Nebuchadnezzar -lead the captives 
to the teacher in front of the class — 
Daniel and his companions, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah tied to each other 
: by the wrists, with one end of the cord 
; held in one hand of the king, while the 








finitesimal particle, for the study of which | 
agnilyin _ of hope. 
precise facsimile of the parent cryscal | 


: 
| three friends, and what great test of 
character did the four meet? 


| other hand holds the cord with which 
Ezekiel is tied. As they stand before the 
| class, let the teacher speak first of Nebu- 
3. What were the names of Daniel’s' chadnezzar, to whom God gave great 
power, and whom he allowed to punish his 
| sinning people by carrying them away 


2. Tell what you can of Ezektel’s vision 
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from their homes as captives. As Nebu- 
chadnezzar goes to his seat, take Ezekiel, 
and tell that he was God’s messenger, to 
the people in captivity. Ezekiel had a 
beautiful vision of the Lord. He was 
called the Lord’s watchman, because he 
was to watch out for the sins of the 
people and give them warning of the 
great danger of sinning. Ezekiel also 
saw a vision of hope for his people, and 
the beautiful River of Life. 

Now let Ezekiel go to his seat, and 
talk about Daniel and his three friends. 
They were among the first to go to Baby- 
lon, and were true to the law of their 
God in the heathen. city, refusing to eat 
of the king’s dainties. Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah, or Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, as they are better known, re- 
fused to bow down to the golden image 
the king set up, and were thrown into the 
fiery furnace. But they were kept from 
being burned by.the Lord himself. 

Let these now sit down, and have Bel- 
shazzar stand before Daniel. Belshazzar 
was a very wicked king, and once drank 
wine from the sacred Temple vessels. 
Then God sent a hand to write a mes- 
sage which only Daniel could read, say- 
ing that Belshazzar could be king no 
longer. Let Darius take the crown from 
Belshazzar, and put it on his own head, 
while Belshazzar takes his seat. Darius 
loved Daniel, but some wicked men made 
a plot against him. He was thrown into 
the den of lions. But God shut the lions’ 
mouths, and Daniel was not hurt: Let 
Daniel and Darius sit down. 

‘Give the crown to Cyrus, and have 
Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Sheshbazzar stand 
before him. Tell the children that the 
seventy years of their captivity have 
passed, and now théy are to go back 
home, carrying the Temple vessels, and 
rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. 
Let Cyrus hand Sheshbazzar the boxes. 
God protected them on the way and 
brought them safely to Jerusalem. They 
were very ‘joyful and sang praises to 
God while they were building God’s house. 

As this group of , builders ‘sit down, 

let Cyrus give the crown to Artaxerxes. 
While Artaxerxes and Nehemiah are 
standing together by the teacher, let 
Hanani, Nehemiah’s brother, come and 
stand with them. Tell the class that the 
little band of captives had a hard time in 
Jerusalem, and Hanani has come to tell 
Nehemiah. Artaxerxes gave Nehemiah 
permission to go to Jerusalem and to 
rebuild the walls. . Nehemiah with an- 
other group of captives went to Jerusalem. 
They had much trouble from their ene- 
mies, but God helped them and they 
worked hard, and the wall was soon fin- 
ished, and the gates all set up, so the city 
was closed. 
Now let Ezra, Zerubbabel, and Malachi 
join these builders. Tell about the day 
Ezra read and explained the Bible to the 
people. All the people did not live right, 
so God sent a reproof to them by 
Malachi. He also sent them a promise 
of the coming of the Lord Jesus, and his 
forerunner, John the Baptist. 

Let all the class stand together and 
repeat the memory verse: “The loving- 
kindness of Jehovah is from everlasting 
to- everlasting upon them that fear him, 
and his righteousness unto children’s chil- 
dren.” 

Cuiinton, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. God’s leading in crisis times. 
2. God’s leaders in crisis times. 
3. God’s leading in your time. 


S THE historical narrative of these last 

twenty-six lessons sufficiently clear in 
your girls’ minds for you to count upon 
it as background material in this Review 
lesson? Can they so hold the material 
in mind as to get a new view of its 
salient facts through the kind of review 
of them suggested above? If not, pro- 
ceed with, a condensed outline of this 
period of Hebrew history and keep it 
simple enough to make it stick in their 











memories “for good.” For indeed , one 












Lesson for September 29 


cannot delve into the deeper significance ' 
of facts unless one has a firm grasp of 
those facts. And ofttimes we presume 
too much on such knowledge and find our 
teaching plan without a foundation. 

But presuming your girls have been 
so taught as to be ready for such a plan 
as that suggested in the outline, they 
will find fresh interest in seeing God’s 
leading through these crisis times in He- 
brew history. To go no farther batk 
in their history than Isaiah’s day (studied 
last April), they can see how God surely 
so overruled the affairs of nations as to 
discipline his people, through their national 
decline and downfall, through their exile 
and return, out of idolatry into the res- 
toration of the true worship of Jehovah. 

Such indeed was the loving purpose in 
this hard disciplirie; such in truth was 
the lesson they learned through this dis- 
cipline, never again to forget it. For al- 
though their sins Were many in later 
years, that old sin of idolatry was never 
again found against them. 


2. But your girls will enjoy more find- 
ing how God trained and used his leaders 
for these crisis times. What a list we 
have been studying — Isaiah, Hezekiah, 
Josiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Malachi! ‘How little of defi- 
nite and fruitful knowledge of these 
leaders of God is in the average mind to- 
day —even among Christians! Yet no 
other crisis time in all history has pro- 
duced more truly great leaders than were 
these prophets and rulers of later Hebrew 
history. Ask your girls to give you at 
least one characteristic of the true great- 
ness of each of these men through whom 
God worked out his loving purpose for 
his people — and for us. 

3. But finally help your girls to think 
definitely of the third point in our lesson 
plan. Is God leading (overruling) na- 
tional affairs in our time? How? Can 
you help them discover any definite an- 
swers to this question? And has he any 
leaders among men.and women today who 
are instruments fitted to his hand, as 
these men. were willing to be? Each in 
her own place, are those girls of yours 
willing to follow his leading, even though 
it may mean loneliness like Jeremiah’s 
and dangers like Daniel’s? 


Home Study 

Memorize the whole sentence of which 
this week’s memory text is but a part, 
Psalm 103:17 and 18. Continue to the 

end of this Psalm, if you will. 

Decatur, Ga. 
ve 
. 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


REVIEW 


AY, fellows, the life and experiences 

of a nation are but extended forms 
of the life and experiences of an indi- 
vidual. Let us, therefore, note down 
some personal iessons from  God’s 
dealings with Israel through the period 
of “The Exile and the Restoration” as 
it is called in the title of this Review. 

God had great plans for the Hebrew 
race. Through them he purposed to re- 
deem the world from sin. He had given 
them the land of Canaan, and commanded 
them to keep themselves from the idol- 
atry of the heathen peoples about them. 
He gave them the Ten Commandments, 
and leaders and prophets, and all the 
holy ordinances for the worship of him- 
self, the true God and Father of mankind. 
But Israel sinned. 

These chosen people of God either 
forgot or openly defied God’s laws. Then 
came the inevitable. They were punished 
for their sin. God allowed their enemies, 
from whom he had long shielded them, 
to come in and crush them, to destroy their 
cities, their capital, and their beautiful 
Temple, and to take them away, bound 
as prisoners, to serve a heathen king. 
God chose this way te chasten and to 
purge his chosen people. 

After seventy years of captivity they 
were permitted to return to their land, 
to rebuild their beloved Jerusalem, their 
Temple, and re-establish their worship in 
the way they had Joved aforetime. 
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touch with his people through leaders © 


whom he raised up for the purpose. These 
included Ezekiel, Daniel, Nehemiah, Ezra, 
and Malachi. Each of these leaders had 
a distinctive message inspired of God, and 
their messages form an important part 


Bible. The messages rebuked the people 
for their sins, but always, in every case, 


restoration to the favor of God if they 
would repent and turn their hearts back 
to him. God fulfilled every promise. 
Fellows, I get this personal lesson, and 
I offer it to you. I, too, ama sinner. I 
have grieved God, not only in my neglect 
of his commands, but by outright and 
conscious disobedience. I have suffered 
much in consequence — much that I know 
about. I have doubtless sustained loss 
far beyond my own knowledge. When 
one steps outside God’s plans for his be- 


of the Word of God as we have it in the ' 


held out a promise of forgiveness and ' 





havior, there is inestimable loss. Some 
of it he keenly feels, but oh, how much 
he unconsciously misses where God had 
planned for his achievement and happi- 
ness ! 

Yet God. still loves me. He has a plan 
for my life. He is continually wooing 
me back to the path of righteousness. He 
is sending to me through his Word these 
same messages of the prophets, and he 
has added to them the marvelous love 
and sacrifice of Jesus. By these, and 
through his providences, my loving 
heavenly Father is telling me in a thou- 
sand ways that he wants me to turn away 
from all sin and fix my heart upon him. 
He has made me many wonderful prom- 
ises, conditioned upon the surrender of 
my will to his. And he will fulfill them 
every one. He has fulfilled them. 

Fellows, we will never know how won- 
derfully God can bless until we surrender 
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our wills to his will. 
the test. 


GREENSBORO, N, C. 
we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of September 22) 


1. It is the last word of prophecy before 
the first coming of the Lord. 

2. “Wherein .. .?” occurs seven times in 
Malachi, including Malachi 3: 13 where the 
question, as translated, begins with ‘“‘What 
... ?” the sense being the same. 

3. Personal. 

4. See Acts 7:51 and Acts 3: 14, 15. 

5. This version reads, “Bring ye the 
whole tithe . . .,” whereas the King James 
reads, “Bring ye all the tithes...” Does 
not this indicate that there was something 
lacking in the quality of the tithe rather than 
the quantity ? . 

6. See 2 Corinthians 9: 6-8. 


7. He should look upon the tithe as an Old 
Testament rule of giving, which many be- 
lieve should be the minimum ypon which to 
predicate their giving as the Lord hath pros- 
pered them. However, the Christian is no- 
where commanded to give a tenth in the 
New Testament. 

8. The universal experience of tithers is 
that sooner or later they find themselves ex- 
ceeding the tithe in their gifts. When God 
finds a steward who is faithful he entrusts 
him with a larger stewardship. 

9. No. He should include only the gifts 
he makes for Christ’s sake. 

10. Let them predicate their tithing on the 
basis of living expenses until the year is 
closed, then equalize it according to earnings. 

11. See Mark 9: 13 and Matthew 11: 10. 

12, Clearly two advents of the Messiah 
are in the mind of this prophet, for cer- 
tain distinctive facts concerning one were 
not fulfilled in the first, remaining for the 
second. Compare carefully Malachi 3: 1 and 
43 1-3. 

13. Malaehi’s prophecy is “a call to the 
place of power without which the form is 
nothing.” Surely we of the Church need 
such a call as we await the second advent 
of our Lord. 


| Letters from Readers 


Let’s put him to 











To the Editor: Am receiving THz Sun- 
Day ScHOoL TiMEs, and value it highly 
for its spiritual vision and fidelity to the 
faith once delivered to the saints. If the 
good Scotch Presbyterian friend who is 
kindly sending this weekly visitor to me 
ever ceaSes to do so, it will then certainly 

time for me to subscribe. In the last 
two years I have learned among other things, 
that the T1MEs is indispensable to this mis- 
sionary in the Africa jungle. It is tonic 
for the times of strange defection and the- 
ological Bolshevism in which we live — if 
more people would only swallow and digest 
the tonic, and let it work its own way out. 
The Christmas article on the Old Testament 
in the Birth of Christ was worth a year’s 
subscription—A missionary in Cameroun, 
West Africa. 


To the Editor: Mrs. L. C. Littell, who 
was one of your subscribers, passed away 
last April. 

Last fall she took great delight in work- 
ing up a subscription list of five. Outside 
of her Bible THE Sunpay ScHoo. TIMES 
was to her spiritual food and drink. 

Mrs. Littell was eighty-five when she 
passed away. She started to teach before 
she was out of her teens, and three genera- 
tions have passed directly under her tutelage 
in the public schools. -Last Christmas she 
had letters from twenty-six States of the 
Union testifying to. the love and affection 
the writers had for her memory. For over 
seventy years she had taught in the Sun- 
day-school of the local Presbyterian Church. 
There was an interlude of ten years when 
she was absent from this State, but even 
then she was a Sunday-school teacher in 
different Sunday-schools where her husband 
was pastor. 

Few have had a more thorough training 
in the “Fundamentalist” position, and her 
faith to the end was supreme. Mrs. Littell 
not only read the Times diligently but saw 
that her copy made a round to different 
homes. She was also just as zealous in coun- 
teracting anything that savored of Modern- 
ism. 

She showed me the letter received from 
the Times when she was given a free sub- 
scription for the remainder of her life and 
placed on the honor roll of those who have 
subscribed for more than fifty years, and 
her cup of joy was running over.—An 
Illinois pastor. ae 





































































































4 He onaieupeat oS ; Ra ee ai ei s 
Evangelical Theological Colleg 
vangelical Theological College 
(Denominationally Unrelated) 
RESIDENT FACULTY : Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D., President; Everett F, Harrison, A.M., Th.B.; J. T. 
Spangler, D.D.; W. I. Carroll, D.D.; Frederick H. Leach, Th.M.; Carl Armerding, A.B. ; 
ide, Herbert Mackenzie, A. C. 


ON, 








. Chafer, Th.M. 
VISITING FACULTY: Seriatim Bible Courses, one month each; H. A. | 
Gaebelein, D.D.; B. B. Sutcliffe, D.D.;.G. E. Guille. 
Comprehensive leading to Th.B: and Th.M. degrees. Special Training in Expository Preachi d 
Teaching. New Colege Building. Gradustes in demand, Tution and Room Free. Board ot cost, Address 


ROLLIN T: CHAFER, Registrar, 3909 Swiss Avenue, DALLAS, TEXAS 























































































































































































































How a Christian Solved 


a Perplexing Money Problem 


A Christian woman,de- 
The voted to the Bible, was 
Problem anxious to make acon 

tribution to the work of 


providing Bibles for others. 


She knew that the American Bible 
Society was a distin- 
guished agency in the 
work of translating, pub- 
lishing and distributing 
the Bible. She knew that 
every year the Society 
distributed millions of 
copies of the Scriptures 
in many languages. She 
longed to help! 


Happily, this woman 
learned about the “an- 
nuity plan” of the Am- 
erican Bible Society. 

Satisfied that this plan was absolutely 
safe and that it would help the Bible 
cause, she sent a check 
for $500 (*) to the 
American Bible Society 
and received an “an- 
nuity bond agreement” 
in which she was as- 
sured that she would re- 
ceive twice a year a 
specified sum as long as 
she lived. 


This woman now re- 
ceives a regular and re- 
liable income as a result 
of her contribution 
to this great religious 
enterprise. 


* Others have sent as little 
as $100 and as much as $50,- 


The 


Solution 


But her income was 
modest. She could not 
give away any of her 
principal. Her problem 
was to discover how to 
aid a notable missionary 
agency without affecting 


her income. 000 with equal satisfaction. 


Send for the booklet, “ BIBLES AND BONDS,” and learn how you too 
may befriend the Bible and assure yourself an income. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
THE BIBLE HOUSE 
ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


GENTLEMEN : Please send me without obligation on my part 
your booklet 16-H, entitled ‘* Bibles and Bonds.” 
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All questions are to be sent to 





Bureau of Sunday School Information _ 


By Charlies A. Oliver, Mrs. A.W, 


the Ways of Working Editor ~«.% 
Karnell, and Mrs. E.W. Sudlow 














-shorter elementary course the textbooks 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent ofthe - 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
ociation 

We want to organize a _ teacher-training 
class in our Sunday-school and have been 
advised to use the textbooks of the Standard 
Course. We think, however, that conditions 
are such with us that it would be much bet- 
ter to begin with a shorter and easier course, 
but the County Association officers tell us 
that the elementary courses are no longer 
recognized. What would you advise? 


HE International Council of Religious 
Education and some of the denomina- 
tional Sunday-school boards urge the use 
of the Standard Course textbooks. This 
emphasis on the Standard Course has led 
some folks to infer that the elementary 
courses have been discarded. This, how- 
ever, is a mistake. The International 
Council and also some of the denomina- 
tions recognize the elementary courses 
and award a certificate to thosé that finish 
such a course. The study of these non- 
standard courses does not give any credits 
toward the Standard diploma. 

Whether you use the Standard or the 


should be selected with great care, as 
some are written from the standpoint of 
the liberals. 





Is it necessary to study the four subjects 
of our textbook in the order in which they are 
treated in the book? We were greatly pleased 
with the lessons on the Bible and all my 
pupils took the examination and received ex- 
cellent marks; They have a new zest for 
Bible study. The next subject is Bible in- 
stitutions and the Sunday-school. They want 
that next because of the Bible part, but after 
that will come the lessons on the pupil and 
then on the teacher and teaching. They are 
eager to take this last subject before the 
“pupil” lessons. 


‘HE studies may be taken in any order. 

Occasionally a class begins with the 
lessons on the teacher or on the pupil. 
The vast majority like the order used in 
the textbook. The Bible affords a point 
of contact. They all have some Bible 
knowledge and practically everybody in- 
terested in Sunday-school teacher-train- 
ing is eager to know the Book better. 
Many young people who are not at all 
interested in psychology or pedagogy are 
deeply interested in the Bible and are 
willing to begin teacher-training if les- 
sons on the Bible are offered. Usually 
they can be led to continue the work 
with the use of the other subjects. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of*the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 


Are there any new ways of getting indiffer- 
ent members to study their lessons and. con- 
tribute to the work? We always have a 
number of this kind, and I feel at times they 
are just dead wood and should be dropped. 
What do you do with them, or don’t you 
have any such members? 


ES, we have them, and so does every 

other department and Sunday-school 
and church and missionary society and 
any other kind of church organizations 
of which I have any knowledge. No, 
you should not drop them, but be everlast- 
ingly interested in them, and keep on 
praying for them, and sow the seed by 
visits, Quarterlies, and invitations to 
every affair that goes on in the church, 
and helpfulness in every possible way you 
can think of; and when some of them 
still remain indifferent, trust God and 
do your part in the confidence that in his 
good time the Word will accomplish that 
to which he sent it, that in the day. of 
judgment they shall. not be able to-say, 








“No man careth for my soul.” The 


Home Department work is primarily seed 
sowing. May we all learn to trust God 
for the harvest. 





I am a Visitor, but I have never done any 
church work that was as hard for me as 
is this home visitation. I just shrink from 
it, and’ I dread the end of every Quarter:to- 
come around. Yet when I get to my home, 
I have a happy time arid have had splendid - 
results with all. my members... They. have 
even, sent. for.me when. in trouble. Do you 
think it is right for me to go on when I 
dread it so, and if God wanted me to do it, 
would he not take away this dread from me? 


b oy certainly ought to go on, and I 

am not even sure that God will remove 

your-dread of it. Remember God’s prom- 

ise to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for 

thee.” You would not depend on that 
grace if it was easy for you. You are 

not only doing good, but you are evi- 

dently learning a beautiful lesson your- © 
self. That is why you have such a happy 

time in the homes and canbe of so much 

help to them. Your weakness is left 

behind and His strength is manifested 

in your service. Trust Him fully; pray 

much for your members and your rela- 

tions to them; and your timidity will 

not spoil your joy in His service. 


Children’s. Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


We are in great need of a workers’ library. 
Our Junior teachers in particylar ought to 
have help. Can you suggest a plan whereby 
we can raise the money to start a library 
for the Children’s Division? 


Y OUR problem. is that of another 
school, and. this is how they solved 
theirs. The church members were given 
an opportunity to equip the library. A 
list of the desired books, with their 
prices, was printed inthe church bulletin. 

embers of the church were invited to 
make a Christmas gift to the library of 
one or more books. The book. might be 
purchased by the donor, or the amount 
necessary to purchase it given to a mem- 
ber of the committee in charge. In the’ 
vestibule of the church was a poster 
calling attention to the need, with a copy 
of the list attached. This was a‘ most 
successful plan as far as this particular 
school was concerned. 





Thursday is observed in our church as 
Church Night. Many families attend and 
take supper together, later remaining for the 
prayer service. Following this there are 
usually committee meetings of different 
groups. It is hard for the little children who 
accompany their parents. They have formed 
the habit of romping through the building. 
How can we overcome this? 


N MANY churches today where the 

plan of Church Night is being fol- 
lowed, special provision is made for the: 
care of children. The time is devoted not ' 
to play, but to instruction. Where the’ 
number will warrant it, divide the group’ 
into graded classes, giving to each such : 
instruction as is best. suited.. Scrapbooks 
may be made, Bible geography studied, : 
maps made, Bible passages memorized, 
models made of clay, songs learned, — 
there is an almost endless list of things 
that may be done. A good story teller 
will give a story. With a missionary 
story the children may make scrapbooks, 
or paste plain paper backs to used cards, 
which are to be sent to a missionary for 
use with children of other lands. In one 
school a study hall has been created, 
where the older children may prepare 
their lessons for the next day. Where 
there is something for the children to 
do on Thursday night, it will be found 
that more of the parents will come out 
to. the general service, for the children 
will be so interested in their part of the 
evening that it will be hard for parents 








to resist their pleading to attend. 
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Lesson for September 29 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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Oxford Bibles 


Fine 
Bindings 


For centuries, the Oxford University Press has been 
famous for ite clearly printed and superbly bound 
editions of the Bible. The beautifully bound editions, 
just received from abroad, are in accord with this long 
established reputation in Bible making. 


Because they are 0 unusual, volumes like these make 
excellent gifts and are appreciated particularly by those 
who already have copies of the Bible bound in the cus- 
tomary black binding. 


Velvet Pigskin Binding 


Bound in tan Pigskin, with @ parti-colored, dark 
brown, red and green design and soft finish outside, and 
light tan leather lining inside the cover. They are 
printed on Oxford India paper with tan under gold edges. 
Beautiful editions of this kind, when made iff such small 
quantities, usually sell at much higher prices than these. 


No. D. L. 57—Text edition, black-faced type, 
limp binding, size 64 x 4% inches. ...$10.00 

No. D. L. 61—Text edition, extra large type, 
limp binding, size 74% x 5% inches. .. 18.00 
No. D. L. 59—Reference edition. black-faced 
type, overlapping cover, size 7% x 434 
ee ee Ok ae oe ee eee 1.50 
May be ordered through your bookseller 

or direct from the publishers 


The new series bound in dark brown Calf with 
basket weave design is also specially; attractive 
for gift purposes. Circular describing a number 
of styles upon request. 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
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THE FULL GOSPEL LINE OF 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


Fundamentally true to the Bible. A deep- 

ly spiritual exposition of the international 

Lessons for tue home and for every de- 
meut of the Sunday-school. 


FOR USE IN ALL DENOMINATIONS 


Write for Free Samples andPrices 
Please address Roonr 10 


me CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE PUBLISHING co 


ESTABLISHED 1886 
‘THIRD anv REILY STS. HARRISBURG ~ PA. 























Cuticura 
Shaving Stick 


Contains the medicinal properties of 

Cuticura. Freely lathering and sanative, 

it promotes skin bealth and protects the 

newly shaven surface from infection. 
25e. Everywhere 





[ Children at Home 





The Wonder of the World 


(Psa. 104 : 16-24). 
By William J. May 


NCE more Abner, the man who told 
wonderful stories, had taken the chil- 
dren with him into God’s great out-of- 
doors that he might tell them of all the 
wonderful things that God had made. 
The children rag and laughed beside him, 
for these trips with Abner rarely came 
ard were long looked forward to and 
long remembered. There were no flowers 
to be talked about now, for the spring 
came very quickly in that far, Eastern 
land and was as quickly over. The ground 
was hard beneath their feet and all that 
remained of the grass and the flowers 
were a few brown, withered grass blades 
and the dry, brittle stalks of the flowers, 
while the trees were almost as bare as 
the ground. . 

“I’ve got a treasure,” Abner cried, and 
ran ahead to pick up a little brown ob- 
ject lying on the ground. “I’ve found 
something very wonderful. You come and 
look at this.” 

The children ran forward eagerly, but 
felt very disappointed when they saw 
that Abner’s wonderful treasure was only 
an old bird’s nest that had blown down 
from the trees. They thought him fool- 
ish to make a fuss over such a thing as 
that. It was almost like a little round ball, 
made of twigs woven together like close 
basket-work. Outside it looked very 
rough and clumsy, but when they put 
their fingers inside they found it all warm 
and soft, lined with hair and padded with 
feathers. : ; 

Abner pulled the nest to pieces and 
shared it among four or five of them. 
“Now,” he said, “while I get a fire lit 
and a meal ready you count the number of 
feathers in that nest.” They thought the 
task would soon be done but Abner had 
made his fire and prepared the meal be- 
fore they had finished, and when they 
put their figures together they found that 
there were over two thousand feathers in 
that single nest. (And if you think this 
impossible, find an old nest and count the 
feathers for yourselves.) 

“Well,” said Abner, when the meal had 
ended, ‘“‘can you understand now why the 
wind and the rain could not get into that 
little nest and how it kept the birds warm 
and dry?” He picked up a piece of the 
outside of the nest to show them how the 
twigs were woven together. “You would 
not find that weaving easy with your ten 
nimble, clever fingers,” he said, “and the 
birds have only beak and claws to work 
with. And they have no one to teach 
them.” 

“Joseph has gone to learn to be a car- 
penter,” he said, “and it will be a long 
time before he will know How to make 
a plow or to build a roof. But the 
young birds know how to build a nést 
without being taught by the older birds.” 

A great wind was. blowing and the tall 
fir trees were being beaten to and fro. 
In the top of one of them was a stork’s 
nest, a great rough-looking platform of 
sticks and twigs. “I wish that nest would 
blow down so that we could look at it,” 
one of the children laughed. ; 

Abner shook his head. “However 
strong the wind the stork’s nests never 
blow down.. They know how to build 
them too well for that. But they never 
would know if it were not for the 
heavenly Father who teaches them and 
watches over them.” 

They were all rested now and began to 
face the long climb that led up to the 
high hills that towered above them. They 
climbed up till they were far above the 
trees and could look down into the storks’ 
nests in the top of the fir trees, while the 
houses they had left looked like toy build- 
ing bricks. Above them the mountain 
rose steep and smooth as a city wall, ex- 
cept that there was an occasional ridge 
or. crevice in the face of it. While they 
all stood looking up at it Abner said se- 





riously, “I will give a silver shekel to 





whichever of you can climb that rock.” 
They looked at it eagerly. A silver shekel 
was more money than any of them had 


‘| ever had in their lives. But hope’ soon 


died out. 

“We can’t hold on by our eyelids and 
we have no wings with which to fly 
and there is no other way up,” they said. 

“Aré you sure?” Abner questioned, with 
the same serious look upon his face. “Look 
again.” 

They looked once more but turned back 
more hopeless than ever. 

“But some friends of mine know a way 
up,” he declared, “look!” He pointed to 
the wild goats that jumped and ran on 
the steepest places and seemed to be able 
to hold on like flies. 

“Oh, the goats,” the children laughed, 
“but we cannot climb like goats.” 

“But who made the goats so clever at 
climbing?” Abner asked again; and there 
was no need for him to answer his own 
question, for the children knew that God 
had made them all and had made them 
clever as well as strong. 

It was growing toward evening when 
they turned toward home. The rose light 
of the sunset was shining on the gray 
rocks where the wild goats were still 
standing dark and alert and the children 
knew that it would soon be dark. Uncon- 
sciously they began to hurry. Somewhere, 
far off, they heard the deep, loud roar 
of a lion. The children cried out in fear 
and came nearer to Abner. 

“Let us hurry,” they said, “we don’t 
like being out in the dark when the lions 
are roaring.” 

“Yet,” he said, “you don’t mind being 
out in the daytime.” 

“No, but there are no lions in the day- 
time for us to fear.” 

They had reached the village now. Men 
were coming home from the fields tired 
with their day’s work, ready for the eve- 
ning meal, 

“Well,” said Abner, “the lions come out 
in the night to seek their meat from God, 
but when the morning comes and it is 
time for men to go to their work again 
the lions will all be back in their dens.” 
And, as he thought’ of the wonders of the 
world which God had made, he added, “O 
Lord, how manifold are thy works! in 
wisdom hast thou made them all.” 

ILKESTON, ENG, 


The Lesson Cartoons in’ 
Booklet Form 


EOPLE will look at pictures when 

they will not stop to read printed 
matter. When one picture preaches a 
whole sermon its value is beyond esti- 
mate. That is exactly what the weekly 
lesson cartoons by E. J. Pace in THE 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs have been doing. 

Two booklets, each containing twénty- 
nine of these cartoons, have just been 
published. They are entitled “Pictures 
That Talk,” Series I and II. Series I is 
for unbelievers, while Series II is for 
backsliders, though any mention of this 
has purposely been left out of the book- 
lets. They make unusually. valuable 
tracts, for wherever they are opened one 
finds a striking picture with no comment 
outside of a few words of explanation in 
the cartoon itself. Their low price makes 
them available for distribution. 

“Pictures That Talk” may be had at 10 
cents each, 12 copies for $1 or 100 copies 
for $7, from the Bible Institute Colport- 
age Association, 343-45 North Wells 
Street, Chicago. 


Miss Christabel Pankhust 
Coming to America 


A LITTLE over ten years ago Miss 
Christabel Pankhurst was _ looked 
upon as the “most conspicuous leader of 
the woman suffragists in England.” In 
1618 she came to the turning point in 
her life when she discovered some vol- 
umes on prophecy in a book shop. As 
she considered God’s program for the 
world, she realized that “this divine pro- 
gram is absolutely the only one that can 
solve the. international, social, : political, 
and moral problems of the world.” Since 
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that time Miss Pankhurst has written 
four impottant and widely read books 
on prophecy. She is one of the most bril- 
liant students of world affairs from the 
Scriptural point of view. 

Miss Pankhurst is coming to America 
this fall to lecture on prophecy and the 
Second Coming of the Lord. She will 
be available for speaking engagements 
from October 9 to April 4. Churches, 
Bible Schools, and other Christian organ- 
izations all over the country will wish to 
take advantage of her visit to America. 
Invitations should be addressed as early 
as possible to Miss Christabel Pankhurst, 
care of Mrs. T. C. Thomson, Chateau 











“Taint” "He don't” 
“Its me!” “You was?” 


“Cant hardly, 














What Are YOUR 
Mistakes in English? 


F SOME one you met for the first 
] time made the mistakes in English 
shown above, what would think of 
him? Would he inspire your respect? 
Would you be inclined to make a friend 
of him? Would you care to introduce 
him to others as a close friend of yours? 


These errors are easy for you to see. 
Perhaps, however, you make different mis. 
takes which offend other people as much as 
these would offend you. her do you know 
that you do not mispronounce certain 
words; are you always sure that the things 
you say and write are grammatically cor- 
rect ? To you they may seem correct, but 
others may know that they are wrong. 

Unfortunately, people will not correct 
you when you make mistakes; all they do 
is to make a mental reservation ahout you. 
‘*He is ignorant and uncultured,” they 


think. 
FREE 
BOOK ON ENGLISH 


Sherwin Cody, perhaps the best known 
teacher of practical English, has perfected 
and patented a remarkable-device which 
will quickly find and correct mistakes 
you unconsciously make. Correct English 
soon becomes a HABIT. 

Mr. Cody’s remarkable new invention, 
the 100% Self-Correcting Method, has al- 
ready improved the English of more than 
50,000 persons. No useless rules,no tedious 
copying, no hard study. Only 15 minutes 
a day required. 

A new book, ‘‘ How to Speak and Write 
Masterly English,” is ready. It explains 
Mr. Cody’s surprisingly easy method. Get 
acopy free and learn how to stop making 
embarrassing errors. You do not want 
others to judge you unfairly. Merely mail 
the coupon or a postal card. SHERWIN 
Copy ScHoo. oF ENGLISH, 359 Searle 
Building, Rochester, N. Y. 


SHERWIN CoDY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
359 Searle Building, Rochester, N. Y. 


Speak and Write Masterly English." 
Name... 


MORE ..- § 8 Fs 




































































Please send me your free hook, ‘‘ How to 
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Keep the Little Hands and Minds Busy With Helpful and 
Interesting HAND WORK. We Invite You to Consider 
“Christian Life’”’’Series 


BOYS AND GIRLS ALBUM 
HOME WORK QUARTERLIES 


Course One and Two. 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680 





Sample Copies Free. 


CLEVELAND, OHIO 











Cokesbury Helps 


for Your Sunday School 












Elijah. No. $3. 
A New Design 








lcm canis No. 22 
Use the 
Complete 


Christ 








. eee St. Cokesbury 
; Peng aes Attendance 
Ai e Race. No.30. Well. . 
“ey Design Card Line cssmaay Ws ee ™ 


* “Gney Win Children Heart cnd Soul for the Sunday School *’ 
Twenty-four colorful designs to choose from; Use from four to thirteen weeks 


THE DESIGNS AND SEALS 





Five Entirely New Designs : = Designs Seals 

Designs Seals 12. Rabbit , Bunny Rabbits 

30. Airplane Airplane 13. Collie Dog Collie Pups 

31. Santa Claus Reindeer 15. Bluebird Bluebirds 

32. Rebekah Camere I ‘ Easter Lil Lily Blossoms 

33. Elijah Ravens > = y B y fi 

34. Shetland Pony Pony, 21. Cherry Blossoms utterflies 

OTHER POPULAR NUMBEKS 22. Christ blessing the 

3. Corn and Pumpkins Pumpkins Children Children 

+ ie ee on nee 23. Goldfish Bowl Goldfish 

. Mother Duc ucklings ° . 

z Thanksgiving Turkey ‘Turkeys 26. ee — — (assorted) 
. Christmas ‘Tree vandles 27. Little bo-peep eep 

§ Old Woman in the Shoe Boys and Girls 28. Yachting Scene Yachts 

9. Mother Cat ittens 29. Squirrel Squirrels 


to. Apple ‘I'ree Apples 
Cards, 30 cents a dozen; $2.50 a hundred. 


Cokesbury Bible Honor Roll 


This vew roll stimulates Bible 
carrying and memory work. Gold 
stars are awarded to pupils bring- 
ing Bibles and memorizing the 
Scripture .text ; silver stars, to 
pupils who brought their Bibles 
but who are unfamiliar with the 
memory text. This is an entirely 
new design, beautifully /itho- 
graphed tn colors. 


Seals, 15 cents a package of one hundred. 


Cokesbury Attendance Roll 


This is an entirely new design, 
beautifully lithographed in 
‘4 colors. The usual method of 

4 awarding stars is followed. 


Prices : No. 1, with space for 
24 names quarterly; 30 cents. 





No. 2, with space for 80 names 
quarterly or 40 names semi- 
annually, 50 cents. 


Class size, JO cents ; Large size, 
(for 80 names) 50 cents. 








Class size. 8 + 10 inche 
Order Hammond Stars for these Rolls! 


The = 
Bible World |S 
Map 


IN FULL COLORS 
Accurate, substantial, and at- 
tractive, this is one of the best 
Bible maps obtainable today. It 
is really five maps in one, show- 
ing the route of the Exodus, 
Old and New Testament Pales- 
tine, Assyria, Egypt, , 
the Roman Empire 








Map of 
Palestine 
IN FULL COLORS 


This is a larger and un- 
usually comprehensive 
map of Palestine. Relief 
is shown in detail—moun- 
tains, valleys, rivers, etc.— 
tribal divisions are clearly 
indicated, Old and New 


Testament names 
with the Missionary CLASS MAPS IN FULL COLORS and locations are 
Viste of Baila 7 SESE maps, printed in four colors on paper-facedi carefully noted. 
number), arid Nore map cloth with metal top and bottom with hanger, For the Bible stu- 
Altice. are ocety adaptable for class and ye work. ah 

Its size, 4x5 feet, |5Old Individually, 75 cents each; The Set of Five dent it is invalu- 
makes it suitable for Maps, (Size 22x28 inches.) able. 
use in: tl eh main These maps are not supplied with spring rollers. 
school and larger de- I. New Testament Palestine. Journeys of Jesus 
partments. It is [clearly shown and all cities visited by him underscored 
printed in fourcolors | ?#'*ed. 
on heavy paper- | I. Old Testament Palestine, showing tribal divi- 
faced map cloth. sith pnd eee oe ge cE 
Prices : - Egypt to Canaan, showing route of Exodus. 

: Ou wooden aioe, IV. The Roman Empire.showin Paul’s journeys, 

ine valier ( tes like each marked plainly so that all can be followed easily. 

byes , ae), $450 Vv. The Early Bible Lands. 
































































































































It is printed in four 
colors on paper-faced 
map cloth; size, 
34x52 inches. j 
Prices: On wooden rollers, 
$2.50. On patented spring 
roller (operates like a 
windew shade), $3.00. 
Cokesbury Supplies can be ordered through your own RELIGIOUS SUPPLY HOUSE 






















































































SCHOOL TIMES 


Apartments, Sherbrooke Street, Montreal, 
Canada. 

Miss Pankhurst is writing several new 
articles exclusively for the Trmes on|. 
“Current World Events Which Are Her- 
alding Our Lord’s Promised Return.” It 
is hoped to publish the articles during the. 
autumn and winter,’and they promise to 
bring both needed warning and welcome 
assurance to the world and to the Church. 


4 


Radio Bible Study 


To Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 
announces that its Radio School of 
the Bible, broadcasting over station 
WMBI, 1,080 kilocycles €@77.6 meters), 
will begin the fall term lectures Septem- 
ber 12, to be concluded December 20. 

A practical and inspirational course on 
“The Church at Work” will be given by 
the Rev. Clarence H. Benson, ‘director of 
the Christian Education Course of the 
Institute, and author of a number of books 
on Bible school organization, church ad- 
ministration, and related themes. Each 
enrolled student will receive a copy of 
the textbook of the course. 

The increasingly popular work of Iris 
Ikeler McCord will be continued in “In- 
troductory Studies in the Epistles of 
Paul.” Mrs. McCord’s classes have stead- 
ily increased in numbers from the first 
term of the Radio School of the Bible 
to the present. 

Dr. James M. Gray’s renowned Syn- 
thetic Bible studies will be on the air, 
the Rev. James O. Duffy, director of the 
Correspondence School, being the weekly 
lecturer. He will present studies covering 
the Gospels and the Book of Acts. 

As heretofore, the enrollmegt fee is one 
dollar for each subject, and successful 
completion of the work entitles the stu- 
dent to the certificate of the Radio School 
of the Bible. Early enrollment is sug- 
gested. Mr. Benson’s subject will be pre- 
sented each Thursday at 3 P. M.; Mrs. 
McCord’s, Friday at 10.30 A. M., and Mr. 
Duffy’s each Friday at 3 P. M. 


*“‘When Ye Pray, Believe” 


NE of the great dangers in the Chris- 
tian life is formal religion without 
spiritual power. This is especially true 
in the matter of prayer. We are so liable 
to be like the heathen or the Pharisees, 
employing vain repetitions, and making 
long, meaningless, unbelieving - prayers, 
which are not heard. Thus we prevent 
the mighty God from doing anything for 
us or through us. 
We are warned in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews (11:6), that “without faith it 
is impossible to please him.” There is 
no exception to this rule in the matter 
of prayer. Prayer without faith is an 
insult to God. It is mockery. It is ques- 
tioning his love, his goodness, his prom- 
ises, and his ability abundantly to answer 
prayer. It is limiting the Holy One of 
Israel. It is*a sin that needs to be defi- 
nitely confessed and forsaken. 

The Lord Jesus tells why his prayers 
were answered. “Have faith in God” was 
his reply, and then he warns against the 
sin of unbelief. A little doubt will spoil 
all the faith we have, for he declared: 
“Whosoever shall say ... . and shall not 
doubt in his heart . . . he shall have” 
(Mark 11: 23). And then the Lord adds 
this blessed promise, “Therefore I say 
unto you, What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them.” 


“When ye pray, believe” that God is 
(Heb. 11:6).—The professing Christian 
who has any question as to the existence 
of a living, loving, personal, almighty 
God, the Creator of all things, who hears 
and answers the prayers of his believing 
people, might just as well quit praying. 
There are a thousand, yea, a million rea- 
sons, for believing that ‘God is,” and not 
one for doubting it. Every sfar in the 
heavens, every flower on the earth, every 
chapter in the Bible, every transformed, 
Spirit-filled Christian is a testimony that 
“God is.” 


“When ye pray, believe” that God is 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States ‘and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, .and some 
Centrai and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 
$2.00—One copy, or arly number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 
$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per. year. ee 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 
CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These. rates 
include postage. , 
75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents -each, 
per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
-500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


nigh to. God by. the. precious blood: of 
Christ, we are to “draw near with a true 
heart in full-assurance of faith” when we 
pray, and believe that God draws nigh to 
us, 











Near, so very near to God, 
Nearer I cannot be; 

For in the person of His-Son, 
I am as near as He. 


When you pray, do. not think of God 
as “far off.” Wait in his presence, and 
make your requests known with confi- 
dence and thanksgiving. 


“When ye pray, believe’ that God hears 
you (& John 5:14, 15).—Our-God- is -no: 
respecter of persons. Every believer has: 
access unto the Father by one Spirit on: 
the ground of the shed blood of Christ.- 
He bids us come boldly to a throne of 
grace and make our requests known 
(Phil. 4:6). He does not mock us. He: 
delights to hear his children when they. 
pray. “Cast not away therefore your 
confidence, which hath: great recompence 
of reward” (Heb. 10:35). Believe that 
God hears you and expects to do for you 
“exceeding abundantly” above all that you 
ask or think (Eph. 3:20). 

“When ye pray, believe” that the Holy 
Spirit helps you (Rom. 8:26).—Every 
child of God has received the Holy Spirit, 
the third person of the Godhead (Gal. 
4:6). If anyone has not received the 
Holy Spirit, he is not a child of God 
(Rom. 8:9). Just as the Christian life 


is impossible without the Holy Spiri, so 
we cannot pray effectually without his 
enabling... He helpeth our infirmity. We 

















near (Jas. 4:8).—Because we are made 


know not how to pray, or what to pray 
It is only as we recog- 


for as. we ought. 



























































Lesson for September 29 


Just Published 
Ib} Tbe Lord's: 
oF] «= Prayer | 

Aa: A new number of the 
P Popular Dietz. Hand 
.¥ Work series extensively 
oo AAT! : used by the Most 
Uy ~~ + Progressive Sunday 
Schools 


Eight Other 
Popular 
Numbers 


Our 1930 Catalogue with a full line of Rally Day 
material. and everything. necessary for your fall activities is 
ready fos-mailing. It is a ‘’ Treasure Mine’’ for the Sunday 
School worker. Write for it. 


The House of a Thousand Things 
for the Church’ and. Sunday-school. 


WM. H. DIETZ, 20 E. Randolph Street, 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


‘‘A coat of 
many colors’”’ 


This illustration (very much 
reduced from the original) gives 
an idea of the attractive: ma- 
terial we-offer for coloring and 
other handwork. in connection 
with the Graded Lessons, 
‘This set issimple and practical 
and designed forsupplementary, 
use in the Beginners and Pri- 
mary grades. Something for the 
child to de every Sunday in the 
year. ‘he material for the child 
is all prepared, with Handbook 
of instructions for the teacher, 























Send a for Specimen 
ages 


MILLER PUBLISHING CO, 
Dept. S. W. 


461 Front Ave., Salamanca, N. Y. 


CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS. 


announce the completion of 


l “ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
of uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York — Philadelphia — Asheville 


15 Names Wanted 


Addresses of S. S. teachers and others known to be 
readers of fundamental Christian literature such as 
‘THe Sunpay ScnHoot Times. YOUR NAME not 
mentioned; YOUR REWARD, one of our best 128 
page books—if you send rs addresses and mention 
this offer. 


The Bible Institute Colportage Ass'n 


837 N. Wells Street, Chicago 


Christmas Card Agents 


EVERYBODY BUYS CHRISTMAS CARDS! 
Agents earn big money with oar attracti ve Boxe 
Assortments, containing 20 beautiful genuine 
steel engraved Christmas cards, with matched 
envelopes; assortment sells for $1.00, cost you 
50c—100% profit; write today for par ticulars: 


FEDERAL ART PUB. CO. 
115 Federal St., Dept. 75, Boston, Mass. 


Christmas Cards 


/ at forty to at per cent. commission. The 
st line of x Assortment and Personal 
Christmas Cards on the market. 


Write for Details 
ARTISTIC CARD COMPANY 
Dept. 15 : ELMIRA, N. Y. 

































































Include in Your Fall Plans 


Tract Distribution by S. S. pupils. 
Write for our suggestions. 


SAMPLE PACKAGE TRACTS, 25 CENTS 


FAITH, PRAYER and TRACT LEAGUE 
Muskegon Heights, Mich. 


nize this biessed, comforting, strengthen- 
ing, and helping Person within us, that 
we are able really to pray. This is one 
of the: great lessons we need to learn 
(Jude 20). ‘He maketh intercession for 
the saints according to the will of God” 
(Rom. 8: 27). Rely upon the Holy Spirit 
when you pray. 

“When. ye pray, believe” that Christ 
intercedes for you (Rom. 8: 34).—We 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
‘Christ, the risen; righteous One. Who 
shall separate us from his love? ‘He ever 
liveth to make intercession for us (Heb. 
7.25). -Our prayers reach. the Father 
‘through the One at his right hand. He 
is a merciful, unchangeable High. Priest, 
‘who is faithfully pleading his merits for 
all those who believe on him,. however 
imperfect they may be. He never fail- 
eth, He pleads for his own blood-bought 
possession. Rely upon. his intercession 
‘for you and with you as you pray. 


Therefore, “when ye pray, believe,” 
without doubting—And keep on praying 
for all saints, for all» of God’s servants, 
and -for a revival: in the’ entire Body 
of Christ, which-is-the Ghurch of the liv- 
‘ing God: (Eph. 6: 18).—Great Commts- 
SION’ PRAYER LEAGUE, 808-North LaSalle 
Street, Chicago. 





| With the New Books 








} 


The Wonderful Names of Our Won- 
derful Lord. By T. C. Horton. (Interna- 
tional Fishermen’s Club, 122 Pacific Ave- 





365 paragraphs in this helpful book are 
made up of four items—the Name of 
Christ, the verse in which this Name is 
found, a brief expository comment on the 
Name (averaging about one hundred 
words), and a concluding appropriate sen- 
tence prayer. It is interesting to note 
that one-third of these names are from 
the Old. Testament: there are as many 
| from .Isaiah as from all the Synoptic 
Gospels. Not all of the phrases used by 
Dr. Horton, however, can be: strictly 
called names or titles, e. g., “manna,” 
“my stay’ (2 Sam. 22:19, R. V.), “the 
tender grass” (2. Sam. 23:4), “He in 
| whom I trust” (Psa..144:1, 2), “a cer- 
tain nobleman” (Luke 19:12), “a grain 
of wheat” (John 12: 23, 24). The iden- 
tification of some of. the titles with the 
Lord Jesus may. be. questioned, e. g., the 
name “Jehovah-Shammah” refers not: to 
Christ but to Jerusalem (Ezek. 48:35). 
But these are small blemishes in a work 
that is rich and full of good things. The 
mere turning of its pages, and reading the 
Names of Christ, will surely megnify 
the Lord in the hearts of his people. 


Christ Life and the Word of the 
Cross, a Devotional Monthly Magazine. 
(Editor and Publisher, Howard A. Banks, 
Litt.D., Cedar and Canal Streets, N: S., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Subscription: United 
States, and its possessions, and Canada, 
$1; all foreign countries, $1.20.) Chris- 
tian workers are continually facing the 
problem of how to do in twenty-four 
hours what seems to be required of them, 
Samuel Hinds Wilkinson, Director of the 


| Mildmay Mission to the Jews in London, 


gives a splendid answer to this question 
in the leading article of the April issue of 
Christ Life. Following that article: comes 
a study of the Book of Jonah, by. Harris 
H. Gregg, D.D., a well-known Bible 
teacher. Then there is a list.of questions 
on the current issue of the magazine, such 
as The Literary Digest publishes. These 
articles represent three departments that 
appear regularly in the paper — Devo- 
tional, Bible Study, and a questionnaire. 
In addition, there: are editorial notes, sev- 
eral paragraphs on current events with 
comments on their spiritual significance, 
the Young People’s Department, and ex- 
positions of the Junior and Senior Chris- 
tian Endeavor Topics: and the Interna- 
tional Uniform Sunday School Lessons 
for the month. This is just the sort of 
magazine that Christian families will be 
glad to. have on their: library table. It 
will make: them more efficient workers 
in Sunday-school, Christian Endeavor, 
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‘nue, Long Beach, Cal., $1.) Each of the [” 
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Superintendent of-the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, an office that: he held with 
distinguished: suecess: for quarter of a 
century, the late Mr. Darlow gave Chris- 
tians of his generation.a rerparkable series 
of contributions in the wide field of sub- 


and church, and do much toward building 
them up in the faith. 


The Greatest Book in the World. By 
T. H.. Darlow.. (Doubleday, Doran and 
Co... New York, $1.50.) As. Literary 





Have you joined the 


CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY CLUB 


A plan to increase Christian Reading in the homes of our people 
(See article, S. S. Times, Sept. 7, page 485) 


THIs Club aims to build up. home libraries: that *will. place interesting and sound reading within 

reach of the members of the family and will be helptul in the. study of the Bible. While a constant 
outlook will be kept for good new books, eld ones a'so, such as great Christian Classics, may sometimes 
be used. Books on Religion, Bible Study Helps, etc., will have the-most prominent place on our lists, 
but good Fiction, History, Biography, Travel and Missionary: Books. wil! also be used. Only books that 
wilt have a lasting Christian merit and are evangelically sound. will be chosen. A com- 
mittee of six trustworthy pastors and laymen is making the monthly selections. 


Ways of Joining the Christian Home Library Club 


_ A person becomes a member on application, and can withdraw at‘any time. No fees to: bind one. 
Class “*A’’ members purchase one book per month, nine months per year. Class ‘‘ B’’ members purchase 
one book every three months, of four books per-year. Each month a first, second and third choice. 
Money-saving features included. 


Write us today for circular giving full information about our club 
CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY CLUB, Dept. 1, HOLLAND, MICH. 


























STRONG BINDING 





Al BOOK OF BEAUTY 
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OW; 
wy we KON | . 
Dp. eS 
All Paths “& | 
iontes ae Seal Siluaees 
End at Tabernacle Hymns 
This inspiring Song Neck whieh has captivated all Jovers of religious music 


Churches of town and city throughout the land find that it adds inspiration 
to song services and évangelistic meetings. Rural churches in every state 
are using it as a standard all-purpose Hymnal. 


One especially strong feature of this book is its remarkably complete 
responsive reading selections and Bible prayers which add greatly to the 
Worship portion of a service. 


Its complete orchestration for eleven instruments has prompted many 
churches to adopt it for use with church or Sunday school orchestras. 


Attractively bound in beautiful dark green silk cloth with title gold em- 
bossed at 70c per single copy, $55.00 per hundred, not prepaid; durable 
green paper at $35.00 per hundred, not prepaid. 


Mail Coupon TODAY for returnable sample copy. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
352 N. Waller Ave. Chicago, Illinois 
[Tabernacle Publishing Co. "352 N. Waller Ave. "Chicago, Illinois. 
My church is in the market for song books. Kindly send a return- 
able sample copy of ‘“Tabernacle Hymns Number Three.”’ 
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GIFTS 


Spirit-filled Christian’ stewards like 


to make them. 


Annuity Gifts to the National Bible 
Institute are not only extraordinarily 
fine gifts, but they pay dividends in 
trained Christian workers proclaiming 
the Gospel at home and abroad. 


You can help greatly in evangeliz- 
ing the world and enjoy 








a non-fluctuating income for life 
through an Annuity Gift. 


SECURITY STABILITY SERVICE 








oe 8  COr.2 Os). 


For detailed information write to 


Tue National Bipte Instrrute 


340 West 55th Street, New York City 


Don O. Shelton, President 
Hugh R. Monro, Treasurer 



























































That Book— 


which you have seen recom- 


mended in the Times, or 


which you have read, and 
want to own, or 


which you have given away, 
and want to replace, for your 
own library, or 


which you want to use asa gift 


Can be quickly secured 
through the Times Book 
Service. 


You will find it a great time-saver to 
order the books from one central source, 
as you can easily do through this Service. 
Address : 


H. TRUMBULL HOWARD 


Conducting a Book Service for Times readers 
401 West Durham Road, Philadelphia,Pa. 











jects that engaged his attention for so 
many years. His style was noted for its 
clarity and charm; he had an unusually 
wide knowledge of English literature in 
general, as his latest book bears witness ; 
and: every page he ever wrote reveals a 
profound conviction that the ,Scriptures 
are. of importance far above that ef any 
other book, for the welfare of mankind. 
Some of the chapters in this his last book 
are unparalleled in recent literature deal- 


ing with similar themes, particularly the 


last two, “The Book of All Saints,” and 
“Can We Outgrow the Bible?” It is 
the more to be regretted, therefore, that 
the author frequently declares his disbe- 
lief in the verbal inerrancy of the Scrip- 
tures, and speaks more than once of ‘ ‘sci- 
entific errors and ‘historical inaccuracies” 

in both Testaments; he then would have 
his readers believe that such mistakes in 
the Divine Record “do not touch the re- 
ligious value and sufficiency of the book.” 
Finally, he gives his support to the very 
dangerous theory that our Lord, in his 
attitude toward the Old Testament, ac- 
commodated himself to the ideas then pre- 
vailing “among those to whom he spoke, 
and that “there seems nothing in our 
Lord’s attitude which forbids us to rec- 
ognize defects or mistakes in its record, 
if we are shown reason to believe on other 
grounds that such exist.” 


The New Quest. By Rufus M. Jones, 
Litt.D., D.D., D.Theol., LL.D. (The Mac- 
millan’ Co.,. ‘New York, $1.75.) If you 
had truth in your right hand, and the 
search for truth in your left hand, and 
had to choose between them, which hand 
would you choosé? Lessing said he 
would take the left hand, and so does 
Dr. Jones.. As the title of this volume 
indicates, and as readers of the author’s 
former books would expect, the emphasis 
is placed on the seeking element in re- 
ligious experience. Dr. Jones is the lead- 
ing philosopher in Quaker circles in the 
English' world; he firmly believes in 
Quaker: principles, and defends and ad- 
vocates them throughout the chapters of 
his latest work. There is a beauty and 
sincerity and love about all that he 
touches, but also a strange indefiniteness, 
a note .of intangibility, that leaves the 
reader baffled and dissatisfied. , Continu- 
ally insisting upon “experience” of truth 
and of God, the book offers no criterion 
by. which this experience may be tested 
and proved true. With Dr. Jones the 
foundation of all religious experience does 
not seem to be the Scriptures, or the great 
historic facts of God’s redemptive work. 
All great literature, and art and music 
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series of handbooks published under the 
title “The Living Church” and edited’ by 
Professor McFadyen, the Old Testament 
critic of Glasgow. Mr. Martin’s judg- 
ment does not always seem sound. ‘Iinus 
of one stanza in that hyfin which Mat- 
thew Arnold declared the greatest in the 
language, * ‘When I survey the wondrous 
cross,” he says: “The figure, 


His dying crimson like a robe 
Spreads o’er His body on the tree, 


is perfectly atrocious.” Rather is it one 
of the lines that gives to this hymn its 
peculiar greatness. Again he quotes Dr. 
McClure, a hymnologist, who describes 
Monsell’s “F ight the ‘good fight with all 
thy might” as “pitiable doggerel which 
Christian congregations should be 
ashamed to sing.” Mr. Martin is one 
who would modérnize the hymnal theo- 
logically. He thinks of hymn books as 
being “the last refuge of obsolete doc- 
trines.” References to the blood of Christ, 
he thinks, should be eliminated. Zin- 
zendorf’s , Jesus, Thy blood and right- 
eousness,” he would change to “Jesus, 
Thy grace and righteousness.” If such 
hymns are to be in the hymnal at all 
because of the sentimental attachments of 
old people they should, he thinks, be 
lodged in a historical appendix, a sort 
of museum of theological antiquities, and 
taken out only on occasion. Mary’s Mag- 
nificat is attributed to the mother of 
Jesus. According to this author it is 
“an elaborate mosaic of reminiscences 
from older poets, and not any naive up- 
rush of emotion from the heart of a 
village maiden.” Christians do not be- 
lieve this, nor do they believe the angelic 
song at Bethlehem to be “legandary.” It 
is obvious that the de-evangelizing of 
hymnals is on the program, and we_shall 
hear more and more of it. 


The Marked Bible. Marked by J. Gil- 
christ Lawson. (The John C. Winston 
Co., Philadelphia? $4.50 to $10, in various 
bindings.) An ingenious method of Bible 
marking in colored ink has just been used 
in producing a reference Bible that has 
rightly been called a masterpiece of Bible 
typography. Nearly eighteen thousand 
verses have been marked in color in a 
way that does not interfere with the 
clearness of the text or retard the eye 
in reading, and yet indicates the marked 
verses so that their meaning can be read- 
ily understood. The system of marking 
is at once thorough and simple. Four 
great themes are indicated by different 
colors, Salvation in red, the Holy Spirit 
in green, Temporal Blessings in brown, 
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as well, he looks upon as “an unending 
divine revelation.” It is evident what 
the author means when he says we have 
“outgrown ancient formulations,” and 
we. are actually told that it is more im- 
portant to think about what became of 
the spices the women brought to the 
tomb for the anointing of the body of 
their Lord and carried home again than 
to be concerned about what became of 
the body of Christ which had been placed 
there. Is not this why Quakerism has 
never won for itself a great following, 
or vitally contributed to the paramount 
problem of redeeming lost lives by the 
atoning work of Christ? It prefers the 
stillness of personal mysticism and the 
silent meditation of the soul to the rug- 
ged, crisis-marking finalities of the New 
Testament. 


The Church and the Hymn-Writers. 
By G. Currie Martin, M.A. (Doubleday, 
Doran.and Co., New York, $2.) An out- 
line account is given of the development 
of the hymn and of hymn-singing, with 








Get the genuine. At 30,000 storea, 


much .that is entertaining. It is one of a 











NOW IS 





THE_ TIME 





To Consider Sunday School Lesson Helps 


* a e e 
“Christian Life” Series, Quarterlies and Papers 
FUNDAMENTALLY SOUND. © SAMPLE PACK FREE ON APPLICATION. 








Union Gospel Press, 


Box 680, 





Cleveland, Ohio 





: subject references already. mentioned, cén- 


and Prophecy in purple. These four 
themes are further subdivided into-from 
sixteen to twenty principal subjects each. 
These are given in a simple key at the be- 
ginning of the volume and are indicated 
by letters in color according to the theme 
under which they appear. 

Throughout the text, where there is a 
marked verse or passage, the subject let- 
ter immediately follows together with a 
reference to the next verse or passage in 
the Bible on the same subject, thus mak- 
ing it possible to trace each subject 
through the Bible from its first appear- 
ance to the last. For instance, the letter 
“D” in red following any verse indicates 
that it refers to the subject, “Christ Died 
to Save Sinners’; and “E” printed in 
green after any verse means that the verse 
refers to the subject, “Examples of the: 
Holy Spirit’s Work”; “B” printed in 
brown after any verse shows that. it 
speaks of “The. Lord’s, Blessing .on Fields 
and Flocks” ; or. the letter “K,” in purple, 
refers to “The Certain Triumph ot God’s 
Kingdom.” 

One really ought to see a copy of the 
Marked Bible in order fully to appre- 
ciate the ease and convenience with which 


the markings may be followed and yet the 


completeness with which the work has 
been done, and the wide field for Bible 
study that it presents. The Scripture text 
is large and beautifully clear, and is self- 
pronouncing. In addition to the, colored 


ter columns on each page give sixty thou- 
sand of the usual cross references and 
explanations of difficult words, in small 
bold faced type. Following. the Bible 
text is a complete summary of all fhie 
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and this itself forms a valuable index to 
Bible truth. Bound with the Marked 
Bible, as another valuable aid to teachers 
and Bible students, is the International 
Teacher’s Handy Bible Encyclopedia and 
Concordance, arranged alphabetically, and 
giving in its 390 pages a very full con- 
cordance ‘to*the Scriptures and a subject, 
biographical, and\ geographical dictionary. 
The Marked Bible is available in three 
bindings, — cloth, with round: corners aiid 
red edges; French morocco, divinity cir- 
cuit, round corners, edges red under ‘gold; 
and genuine imported morocco, divinity 
circuit, round corners, edges red under 
gold. . While of especial helpfulness - to 
ministers, evangelists, | Sunday-school 
teachers, and Christian workers, this new 
reference Bible is also a remarkable aid 
to the general reader, bringing to him, 
as it does, a colorful reminder of the 
great themes of the Word and opening up 
the meaning of. the various passages as 
he progresses with his daily reading. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Oct. 6. Ideals ‘Worth Living For. Phil 3 :7-14; 
4:8; Gal. 5:22, 23. (Consecration mect- 
ing.) 

Oct. 13. sor Teaching Us to Pray. Matt. 
6 35-1 

Oct. 20. Taking Part in the Meeting, Why 
and How. Col. 3: 12-17. 

Oct.. 27. What Is ies 9 Psa. 95 : 1-6; 
John 4 : 20-24.. 


Sunday, Septiaaber 29 


How Can the Young People’s Organ- 
izations in Our Church Work 
Together? 
(1 Cor. 3: 4-9: Rom. 12 : 10-12) 








Mon.—Co-operation essential (1 Cor. 12: 
12-21). 

Tues.—Dangers of discord. (1 Cor.: 1 : 11- 
18). 

Wed.—Organized co-operation (Exod. 18 
13-27). 

Thurs.—Harmony restored (Acts 6% 1-4). 

Fri.—United effort (1 Cor. 16:1, 2). 

Sat.—Planned work (1 Chron. 9:: 22-30). 











_Does the work of our organizations overlap? 
How can we build a program of work for 
all organizations? 
How can we help other organizations? 


N THE vault of one of the great gold- 

smiths there is a safety’ deposit box 
in which are kept the most choice and 
valuable treasures in the possession of 
the firm.. But no one person: can ‘open 
that box. There are several locks. upon 
it, and the keys are in the hands of a 
number of trustees. Before the box can 
be opened ail must be present and each 
insert his. key. 

Your young people’ s society has .one 
of the keys that wiil unlock the choicest 
treasures and blessings for your church. 
But it is only by co-operating with the 
other church organizations that the finest 
of these treasures will be made available. 
And notice that failure to co-operate not 
only deprives others but. your organiza- 
tion as well. - 


Perhaps it will help us to think for a 
moment about some of the causes for :lack 
of co-operation in church organizations. 
Our Scripture lesson suggests some of 
them. The Corinthians to whom’ Paul 
was writing in 1 Corinthians: 3: 4-9. had 
been boasting of following this or -that 
leader, and by the very nature of the 
boast seeking to .discredit -or --disparage 
those who were following other leaders. 
Loyalty to our young people’s society is 
right and good, but we need to be on our 
guard lest it slip into a pride that: puffs 
up and prevents us from seeing the goed 
in other organizations. 


. b 4 
Hand in hand with pride goes. selfish- 
ness, and it is possible-for us to. become 
selfish as a group, and unwilling to-yield 
to others. ‘This'can crop out in so many 
little ways that hinder and: hurt God’s 





references that appear under each subject 


working in a church. It may be that we 
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Lesson for September 29 


planned for a social on a certain night, ! 
and another organization wanted to ‘use 
the particular room we had.in mind. It 
may be entirely true that we were first 
in selecting the date, and we may be en- } 
tirely within our rights in standing our | 
ground and insisting on having our own 
way. But how much more gracious and 
Christlike it is to yield and cheerfully | 
step aside when the occasion demands it. | 
Or it may be a matter of our ‘meeting | 
room which, for some reason, is needed 
by another organization. The only other 
place available ‘may not suit us nearly so | 
well, but. if it is at all usable, we have ; 
the opportunity to testify for Christ in | 
_a real way by gladly making way for the 
other organization. 

We may be sure that when we take 
such ‘steps as honoring unto God we shall 
not be the losers. A certain young men’s 
‘class in a Sunday-school had been enjoy- 
ing a separate room for the study of the 
lesson. The’ superintendent came to the 
class with a plan for making other use 
of the room. At first it seeméd unthink- 
able to the class that they should be de- 
prived of this opportunity for quiet study. 
But the teacher prayed about it and the 
class prayed and committed the. whole 
thing to God and then,told the superin- 
tendent they were willing to do what he 





,wanted. Within a few weeks the whole 
proposed plan fell through and the class 
continued in their room without any in- 
terruption. How much better was the 
feeling between that class and the super- 
intendent than had they opposed the plan. 
Yet they were better taken care of than 
had they tried to champion their own 
cause. Can we not try such methods in 
our young people’s society in all our re- 
lations with other organizations of the 
church? ° 
we 


As -we-read further in our. Scripture 
lesson we find that the underlying trou- 
ble in all the lack of co-operation and 
pulling together in the-work- of Christ is 
a failure to recognize God as the real 
leader and director. Paul found it neces- 
sary to call the Corinthians’ attention to 
this great truth. No matter how well the 
particular leader they were following did 
the work, or how effective it was, it was 
God alone who: made it possible. -We- 
need this admonition so much today as. 
we seek to serve God through our church 


Organizations. - It -is only the work that |} 


he does through our young people’s-so- 


ciety that amounts to anything. What we |’ 


do in our. own self-efforts is but wasted 


time. . Let us learn to recognize that what | jf 


he is doing through other organizations 

may be just as much a part of. his plan 

and program as what he sees fit to use 
~ us for. * 

When we fully come to recognize this 
it will make it easy for us in our young 
people’s society to work for the Sunday- 
school by urging our members to be 
present at every Sunday-school  ses- 
sion. It will help us to co-oper- 
ate with the church by setting the 
example of church attendance ourselves 
and speaking to others in our young peo- 
ple’s society about attending. 

The great. dynamic that will not only 
make it easy for us to do these things 
but actually make it imperative: is love. 
Paul points this out in our second Scrip- 
ture lesson in Romans 12:10-12. We 
cannot naturally prefer the honor of an- 
other individual or of another group with- 
out love in our hearts. That love comes 
as we accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
our personal: Saviour and open our hearts 
to the infilling of his: love. So then, the 
real secret of bringing our young peo- 
ple’s society into that place: where Christ 
intends each organization of his Church 
to be lies in bringing. each member into 
such a personal, vital touch with him 
that each life shall be transformed, and 
thus the whole society quickened and con- 
secrated to him. 


How is our young people’s group failing 
to co-operate with other organizations of our 
church ? 

What can we do to remedy the situation:? 

Are we constantly looking to God fer 
direction and enabling in all our church in- 
terrelationships ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Thousands are wondering : 
Why can Sunday School Times 
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Readers T our to the HolyLand 








so inexpensively? # # # 












The price—$650 including visas for a 72 day 
Mediterranean tour — seems unbelievable to 
those who are familiar with ordinary prices 


66 HY can you offer a Holy Land Tour at 
so low a cost?’’ writes a reader who is 
planning the trip of a.lifetime. for the 

coming year. ‘‘ Do your readers travel third class 


_-—do they stay at inexpensive. hotels—have they 


every travel comfort?’’ 


We are glad to make this public answer. Many 
thousands, no doubt, are asking themselves the 
same question. : 

On SuNDAy ScHOOL TiMEs study tours to the 
Holy Land our readers have every trave] comfort 
that can be given by a large travel agency. Thomas 
Cook and Son makes the arrangements for our 
readers ‘except in the Holy Land. While on ship- 
board we occupy choice accommodations, not in 


'. the third-class section, but among the best on the 


ship. We travel‘on the famous ‘‘ one class’’ ships 


of the Fabre Line. Our readers are in cabins high_ 


up above the sea where the health giving breeze 
and sun can bring them relaxation and ‘comfort. 
Every travel care is removed. 


In the Holy Land a resident staff of American 
archaeologists, historians and Bible scholars act as 
our guides. We are not hurried from place to 
place on a ‘‘sight-seeing tour,’’ but with ample 
time for study. and reflection, we walk the paths 
He trod and see the sights He saw. All trips in- 
clude Damascus, and Baalbek as well as Palestine 
and Egypt. Our instructors are with us, pointing 
out the Scriptural references.as we go. At night 
we go back to the best hotels in the land. 


All this may be yours for only $650. A ¢om- 
plete Mediterranean tour with sight-seeing trips in 
Southern Europe, and Northern ‘Africa, a study 
tour of the Holy Land for approximately three 
weeks—all with the most delightful, congenial 


SEND THE COUPON 


You can make the coming year one of the 
most glorious and the most memorable in 
your life. You can easily and simply join 
us and make the voyage you have dreamed 
of all your life. The cost is low—and how 
can you better spend two months of your 
life? How can you gain more in happi- 





ness, health, and inspiration than by com- NAME 
ing-with us to-the Holy Land? The first 
i h for full particu- 
step is to. send the coupon for P Mebceetiies 


jars. Do it now—immediately, before 
you turn the page. 


traveling companions and with every travel comfort. 


This remarkable tour is made possible through 
an arrangement THE SuNDay ScHOOL ‘Times has 
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The. coneal is still-used as a. beast of 
burden just as he was 2000 years ago. 





made with The Travel Institute of Bible Research. 
Three years ago this unique Christian Educational 
institution was founded by a group of laymen who 
believe the Master’s cause would be immeasurably 
aided through an agency that provided Christian 
instruction, in the land where the Scriptures were 
born. It is strictly a non-commercial organization 
—not conducted for profit. The cost of travel to 
the Holy Land has been reduced to a minimum 
through fortunate group contracts. When you 
travel under the auspices of The Travel Institute 
of Bible Research you receive all the travel com- 
forts offered by expensive Mediterranean cruises 
plus a comprehensive study tour of the Holy Land, 
all for less than it would cost you to travel alone. 


Sunpay SCHOOL TIMEs parties sail every month 
in the year.. The 1929-1930 parties are now 
organizing. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY Dept. 29 
323-327 North 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Please send me full information regarding the tours of The 
Travel Institute of Bible Research to Northern Africa, Southern 
Europe, and the Holy.Land. 
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3 For Family Worship -) 


L By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. J 


Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Unitorm Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Lost Art of Prayer 


ui HE Scriptures speak of prayer as 
toil and labor. ‘Prayer taxes all 
the resources of the mind and heart. Jesus 
Christ. wrought many . mighty. works 
without any sign of effort. There was 
in his marvelous works the ease of om- 
nipotence, but of his prayers it is. said, 
‘He offered up prayers and supplications 
with strong crying and tears.’ All who 
have shared his intercession have found it 
a/travail of anguish. Great saints have 
always been mighty in prayer, and theif 
triumphs have always been the outcome 
of pain. -They wrestled in agony with 
breaking hearts and weeping, yes, until 
they were assured they had prevailed. 
They spent cold winter nights in prayer, 
they lay on the ground weeping and plead- 
ing, and came out .of the conflict physi- 
cally spent but spiritually - victorious. 
They wrestled. with principalities and 
powers, contended with the world rulers 
ef Satan’s kingdom, and grappled with 
spiritual foes in the heavenly sphere. A 
lost art! Prayer Has become a solilo- 
quy instead of.a.passion. The powerless- 
ness of the Church needs no other ex- 
planation, and the counselors of the 
Church need. seek no other cause. To be 
prayerless is to be both passionless and 
powerless.”—S. Chadwick, in Emmanuel 
Magazine. 


September 23 to 29 


Mon.—Ezekiel 11 : 14-25. ; 
Ezekiel’s Vision of the Restoration. 

This is one of the strong passages that 
contradict a Biblically unscholarly teach- 
ing being put forward today that Israel 
is never to be restored and become again 
the great leading nation of the earth. 
The startling movement of some Zion- 
ists to restoré the Sanhedrin and begin 








with a revision of the trial of Jesus is | 


one of the indications that this grand 
restoration is not far in the future. The 
necessity in their continued disobedience 
for dispersion into far-off countries (v. 
16) was also the necessity for the depart- 
ure of the Shekinah glory, for God can- 
not dwell in the midst of willful sin. 
Neither can the Spirit be at home in our 
body temples if we resist, grieve, or 
quench him. 


Worms though the devils should be as’ 
thick as the tiles on the’ housetops. 
Satan is making men doubt and deny the 
Word today because he likes to see a cow- 
ardly church. - 


Prayer SuccestiOns: Pray for .the 
automobile evangelisation of Mr. Charles 
C. Gabriel in Morocco where crowds of 
Mohanimedans, from fifty to five hundred, 
flock’ around to hear the preaching and 
purchase Scriptures. 
Thurs.—Jeremiah 29 ; 16-14. < 
Restoration. Promise. 

This was the promise that led Daniel 
to pray vicariously and the godly Rem- 
nant to pray for themselyes to be restored 
from captivity. Verse 13 has an applica- 
tion to any captive to sin. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
New Gospel-Hall built by Pastor Blocher 
in the Black Zone of Paris, a slum de- 
scribed by a member of the French Acad- 
emy as “a district gradually returning to 
savagery’; pray for the fifty parents and 
the hundred children already attending 
the mectings. 


Fri.—Ezra 6: 13-18. The Temple Rebuilt. 


The worship of Jehovah was restored, 
but not the theocracy. The Shekinah 
did not return to the Holy of Holies, but, 
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as prophesied by Zechariah, Haggai, and 
Malachi, returned incarnate in the person 








ing his temple economy, so that later. our 
bodies could become the temples of the 
indwelling Spirit. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray -for the 
League of Evaugelical Students organ- 
izing im colleges and universities, training 
schools and seminaries; already standing 
for aggressive work at Bucknell, Hamp- 
dén-Sydney, Marion, and other institu- 
tions; that it may live up to its purpose 
of asserting rather than everlastingly dis- 
cussing the tross of Christ. ™ ifé 
Sat.—Psalm 19 :.7-14. / 

The Excellency of the Law. 

The testimony of God’s Book is as 
“sure,” faithful, and enduring (cf. Psa. 
89: 37) as the sun is the faithful witness 
in’ the heavens, so splendidly. described 
in the preceding verses of the Psalm. 
Let us understand and live by the light of 
the blessed Word. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for Mar- 
shal Feng Hu-siang of China, who, it was 
recently stated in the press, had arranged 
for the pay of his soldiers, and was com- 
ing to Europe and America on a visit; 
pray that he may be clearly guided by 
God in China’s present war crisis. 
Sun.—Psalm 61. Confidence in God. 


It is very likely that David penned 
this Psalm ‘of faith and hope during the 
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of Mary’s Son, God in this manner .chang- ! trouble of Absalom’s rebellion. - The cer- 


tainty that the king’s own life would be 
prolonged (v. 6) was also doubtless an 
inspired prediction of the resurrection’ of 
the coming King. This was the greatest 
of all miracles because it meant the con- 
quest of death. - 


Prayer Succestions: When King 
George V of England returned home ‘to 
Buckingham Palace, much better after his 
last operation, the news- of the incident 


was played up on the front page of all. 
Let. us all pray ~ 


great American dailies. 
that God may continue to make verses 
6 and 7 true for Britain’s Christian king. 


Stony Brook — 


= Offers boys thorough and sane train- 

a Bar= ing to develop mind, body and char- 

acter, Successfully prepares for col- 

lege, t vical.schools, or business. 
ce 


contact with e enced faculty 
make individual guidance 
Christian masters inspire high id 

Carefully'supervised athletics.. Two 
athletic woe pl awe a gps 
in Long Island Sound. Six modern 
buildings on 35-acre campus. Two 
hours from New York. Catalog. 


The. Headmaster, Box S, STONY BROOK, Lotig 
Island, N. Y. 








. Small proups and close 











—— 





ferred to the Council 





Prayer SucGGestions: Pray for the 


proposed purely “Chinese Foreign Mis- | 
sionary Society,” being nurtured by the | 


Rev. Robert A. Jaffray of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, which would be- 
gin work by sending Chinese Christians 


to the Dutch East Indies; pray for the | 
Rev. Leland Wang, already beginning | 
evangelism in Southeastern Asia and the 


Archipelago. 


Tues.—Daniel 9 : 1-10. Daniel a Man of Prayer. | 
As an ordinary matter Daniel prayed | 


thrice daily. But in this special matter 
of having God fulfill prophecy, he prayed 
three weeks, while the “world rulers of 
this, darkness” fought with demoniacal 
fury against the Heaven-sent answer. Are 
we praying this kind of prayer for Christ 
to return, and fulfill the prophecies? 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
remarkable™revival in the Ukraine and 


Eastern Europe described by Mr. Ernest | 
Gordon in Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times | 
of July 13; for the Presbyterian Ukrain- | 


tan pastors recently sent over there from 
the United States to help; for the bless- 
ing of the German Protestant Church 


organised there years ago to care for | 
German immigrants but now contributing | 


materiallm ¢o this “Reformation”; for an 

adequate supply of Scriptures and Chris- 

tian literature. 

Wed.—Joshua 1: 1-9. The Value of Courage. 
It was constant © saturation’ with the 

Word of God (v. 8) that gave Joshua a 

courage that led to “goed success.” .The 


same thing enabled Luther to go to 


= 











lication entirely. in our hands. 


Bible,’’ which omitted the 


by us. 


The American. Revision 


The danger of the promiscuous publication of the Bible, and particu- 
larly of its promotion by unscrupulous persons, has been demonstrated 
many times in the history of the Book of books, 
there was published in England what became known as “The Wicked 
word “not” from the seventh commandment. 
This immediately became infamous and its publication was stopped by 
royal decree. Among other famous garbled editions were “The Breeches 
Bible,” in 1560, and “The Treacle Bible’ ‘in 1572. | 


For_instance, in 1680, 


enna 


_An Announcement of Interest to 
All Who Read the Bible 


N THE future, the publication“of the American Standard Bible will 
be controlled by the International Council of Religious Education. 
The copyright protecting this. great version has recently been. trans- 
The ‘purpose of the transfer is to guard 
the text of the American Standard Version, to insure its transmission to 
posterity in ungarbled form—and also. to provide. for authoritative and 
interdenominational control of any future revisions that may be made. : 


We have had the honor of publishing the American Standard Bible 
Since its first appearance. 
this the best version up to the present time, placed the control of its pub- 
This was done in order to keep the text 

from being issued promiscuously and in garbled form. We agreed to pub- 

lish the Bible exactly as they gave it to us, thus assuring the Committee 
.. that its careful and accurate revision would be kept intact. 


Committee, who made 








Under the new arrangement it is assured that the American Standard 
Bible will be published only by responsible people. 
pointed by the International Council of Religious Education will supervise the 
work of any publisher who desires to print the text: In relinquishing our 
responsibility for the American Standard Bible, we are glad that such an 
organization as the Council, representing 41 Protestant denominations, has 
agreed to see that it is preserved. 


— Thomas Nelson & Sons 


A Committee ap- 
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